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Seen Everything 
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“30” for Previews 
Detroit Show Patriarch 
Fortune Checks “Who, Me?” 
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O USE in me crossing the 

street from the Lexington Hotel 
to the Grand Central Palace, New 
York, next Sunday to the opening 
of the national automobile show, 
except possibly to get some com- 
plimentary tickets to the show 
from Eddie Korbel. For already I 
have seen every new make of 
American motor car that has been 
built for the 1940 market. The past 
week finished the previewing job, 


putting 300 pressmen in new mod- 
els of Ford, Mercury and Zephyr 
(See SPARKS, Page 23, Col. 1) 





In This Issue 


10 Trucks to Go on 
Display Oct. 15 
NEW YORK.—tThe task of 


installing the National Auto- 


mobile Show in Grand Central 


Palace will begin this week, 


and there will be much 
activity making ready for the 
fortieth anniversary of motordom’s 
foremost event which opens next 


Sunday, Oct. 15, for an eight-day 


run. 

In widely scattered cities, hun- 
dreds of artisans and workmen in 
specialized lines have been en- 
gaged for weeks preparing the ex- 
hibits for shipment, and during the 
next few days the job of interior 
'decoration on four floors of the 


plaints were placed before a fed- | 


eral grand jury at Milwaukee in 
, September, 1937, at the instigation 
of a number of independent finance 
companies who charged at that 
time that General Motors, Ford 
and Chrysler, through their then 


| 


ae 


Why ny 
Hf | 
R a RR a 
} i 
ee 1 x 


OLDSMOBILE FOR 1940 highlights new front-end styling as well as the new 
Hydra-Matie drive which eliminates the conventional clutch assembly. Overall 
length of the new models has been increased, and many other improvements 
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' are noted for 1940. 








Are Among Highlights 
of New Cars 


DETROIT. — Introductions 
of new models over the week- 
end by Pontiac, Oldsmobile 
and Cadillac- LaSalle com- 


plete the offering of General 
Motors division for 1940 with the 
exception of Chevrolet, which will 
be announced Oct. 14. Buick made 
its debut Sept. 25. 

Oldsmobile this year is featuring 
its new Hydra-Matic drive, which 
is a liquid clutch used in conjunc- 
tion with the automatic transmis- 
sion introduced two years ago. 


This combination makes it pos- 
sible to eliminate the clutch pedal 
from the front compartment, leav- 


Ford 
Plym. 
Dodge 
Buick 
Pont. 
Olds. 
Stude. 


Car Registrations .......... Page 16 | | 2ffiliated finance companies, were Chrys. 
ans Events ..... Page ‘monopolistic in that they coerced 10— 44,037 Mere. 
veieetiae wee ae .. Page ‘their dealers into using the facili- _ aa Total All Makes 
Truck is Week ....Page 1 ties of these affiliated or approved TWO NEW LASALLES are presented in the 1940 Cadillac line, a standard | 1,821,043 


: Registrati sees 
Used Car Table — 
‘Who, Me?” 
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finance companies. 
Before indictments were re- 
(Continued on Page 20, Col. 1) 


‘improvements, it is said. Above is touring sedan in the LaSalle Special series. | 


and special. The two series have frontal resemblance, but differ in bodies, pas- 
senger compartments and appointments. Increased room, greater comfort and 
reduced operating costs have been made possible by new design and chassis | 


1,250,873 


For complete standings of all 
makes, see Page 17 this issue. 
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Wis. Dealers Ur 


Convention Also Requests 
Return to January Shows 


LA CROSSE, Wis.—Elimination 
of cross-selling, reduction of the 
number of automobile salesmen 
licensed, return to January intro- 
ductions and the creation of a 
committee of finance company rep- 
resentatives and dealers, to end 
unfair practices, were among the 
chief results drawn at the annual 
meeting of the Wisconsin Auto- 
motive Trades Assn. here last 
week. More than 300 members of 
the association were present dur- 
ing the session which lasted from 
Thursday through Friday. 


Considerable progress was made 
toward ending the misunderstand- 
ing which has existed between the 
WATA and NADA for the past 
two years. Rumors of efforts to 
form a second national dealer as- 
sociation were more or less silenced 
as the result of the improved feel- 
ing between the two existing or- 
ganizations. Senator Earle Ingram, 
who has been active in the affairs 
of the state association, however, 
urged that NADA take some defi- 
nite steps in the coming congress 
to initiate federal control of the 
automotive industry if “the manu- 
facturers have not moved in the 


Pontiac’s Sales 
Up 54% in Last 
10 Days of Sept. 


DETROIT.—Retail deliveries of 
1940 Pontiac cars got off to a big 
start during the closing 10 days of 
September when 3,822 out of a 
total of 4,423 new cars delivered 
were 1940 models, according to D. 
U. Bathrick, general sales man- 
ager. 

The total 10-day figure repre- 
sented an increase of 54.2 percent 
over the second 10 days of the 
month and 525.6 percent over’ the 
closing 10 days of September, 1938. 
Deliveries for the month were 
8,631 units, a gain of 201 percent 
over the same month last year. 


“We have approximately 25,000 
unfilled orders on hand at the 
present time,” said Bathrick, 
“which is equal to the high point 
of 1937, - 





dealer’s behalf by then.” Ingram 
stated that should NADA fail to 
take such steps he then would 
make an effort to organize dealers 
along lines that he felt would pro- 
tect their interests. 

Under the present state adminis- 
tration the licensing laws in Wis- 
consin are being enforced only 
with regard to coercion on the 
part of manufacturers and unfair 
practices among dealers. Harlan 
Kelly, attorney for the banking 
commission which administers the 
act outlined his policies at the 
meeting last week. He declared 
that he could read into the law no 
duty or obligation on the part of 
the state to guarantee dealers a 
profit. His sole purpose, he said, 
was to see that under the law no 
manufacturer could coerce a dealer 
in the state into doing things 
which the dealer did not feel in 
his judgment he should do. Fur- 
ther, he said, that under the law 
he would endeavor to ban all un- 
fair practices on the part of deal- 
ers which comtribute to dealer 
losses unfairly. With conditions as 
ideal as it would be possible to 
make them under the provisions of 
the law, he pointed out, a certain 
number of dealers will still fail to 
make a profit because of their own 
lack of management ability. 

“Those who violate the economic 
law of supply and demand,” he 
said, “can not be saved by legisla- 
tion. There is no duty or obliga- 
tion on the part of the state to 
guarantee a profit to any business 
man. The best we can do is to en- 
deavor under the law to create a 
condition of fair play among deal- 
ers, manufacturers and their cus- 
tomers, and, from there on, the 
business man is on his own to 
make or lose money so long as he 
trades fairly.” 

Among the resolutions drawn at 
the meting were: 


Resolution No. 1. Whereas, cross 
selling is accountable for long trade-in 
allowances and demoralization of the 
trade, and 

Whereas, territory security plans as 
practiced by some manufacturers has 
given many benefits to their respective 
dealers, ; 

Be It Therefore Resolved, the Wis- 
consin Automotive Trades Assn. use 
its every influence that practical and 
workable territory security plans be 
a part of every manufacturer's fran- 


Chevrolet Fetes Newsmen. . . 


TWO VETERAN NEWSMEN who attended the Chevrolet 


1940 car preview last week in Detroit were (left) 





ress luncheon and 


P. W. Williams, of the Asso- 


ciated Press, and E. Y. Watson, automotive editor of the Detroit News. 





C. P. FISKEN, Chevrolet advertisin 


of Scripps-Howard, left, and Carl Stahley, 


press luncheon. 


manager, stops to greet James Jones, 
of Gleveland Press, at the Chevrolet 
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chise in future contracts and_ that 
strict territory lines or zone of in- 
fluence be established for the benefit 
of rural dealers. 

Resolution No. 2. Whereas, used car 
selling is most active in the spring 
and t oe practice of introducing 
new models in the fall forces upon the 
dealer an abnormal burden of carry- 
ing used cars through the winter and 
reduces the profitable selling season to 
about four and one-half months, there- 
fore 

Be It Resolved, That the WATA 
again express its strong disapproval 
of fall introductions and urgently 
recommends to factories the announce- 
ment of new models after the first of 
January. , 

Resolution No. 3. Whereas, the posi- 
tion as retail salesman of new and 
used automobiles is one requiring cer- 
tain technical knowledge and at the 
same time a high degree of poise, 
tact, and diplomacy and, 

Whereas, The automobile retail trade 
has a larger number of retail sales- 
men than its earnings warrant, thus 
so spreading the market that the aver- 
age annual income of retail salesmen 
is less than a thousand dollars and, 

Whereas, In our considered judg- 
ment, both the retail trade and the 
public would materially benefit if 
fewer but better men were employed 
as salesmen, 

Be It Resolved, That a recommenda- 
tion be made to the State Banking 
Commission that it concentrate and act 
on the present regulations pertaining 
to the licensing of salesmen. 

Resolution o. 4. Resolved, That 
this association go on record as ex- 
pressing its gratitude to the finance 
companies who gave nationwide pub- 
licity to the inequities of the manu- 
facturer dealer relationship, which has 
resulted in much progress in manu- 
facturer-dealer franchise agreements, 
and be it further resolved; 

That as the relationship between 
Manufacturer and Dealer is the same 
as between Finance Company and 
Dealer, in that the Dealer is prac- 
tically the sole customer of both Man- 
ufacturer and Finance Company, that 
the finance companies give evidence 
that their assistance to the Dealer and 
Manufacturer was in the spirit of fair 
play and that they immediately co- 
operate with the dealer body in elim- 
inating the unfair practices now going 
on in the financing of automobiles, 
therefore; 

Be It Resolved, That a committee 
be appointed by the Wisconsin Auto- 
motive Trades Assn. to meet with a 
committee from the Automobile Fi- 
nance Companies in order that such 
unfair practices be eliminated. 


Packard Sales 


Exceed Supply: 
Output Boosted 


DETROIT. — Enthusiastic public 
acceptance of new 1940 models and 
worthwhile improvement in gen- 
eral business conditions are be- 
lieved reflected in sales records of 
the Packard Motor Car Co. Busi- 
ness of the company now is more 
than double that at this time last 
year, according to M. M. Gilman, 
president and general manager. He 
said major increases in production 
schedules have had to be made. 

“Deliveries of our cars to cus- 
tomers totaled 7,883 in September,” 
said Gilman. “This compares with 
3,421 in September last year. De- 
liveries for August and September, 
the first two months of our opera- 
tions with new models this year, 
were 14,454, more than twice those 
for September and August last 
year when the two months’ total 
was 6,933. 

“At the same time our unfilled 
orders after two months’ produc- 
tion and sale of new models, or as 
of Oct. 1, show an even greater 
increase, clearly indicating that 
demand is increasing. We still are 
not able to manufacture cars in 
volume sufficient to meet demand. 
Unfilled orders from distributors 
on Oct. 1 totaled 16,000. At the end 
of two months’ operations on new 
models last year they were 7,000. 

“During September we produced 
8,756 cars. Our schedule for Oc- 
tober calls for 13,250 cars, as com- 
pared with an October production 
of 6,606 cars last year. Our daily 
production schedule is 600 cars. We 
are now working on two eight- 
hour shifts with some departments 
working three eight-hour shifts. 

“At the opening of our present 
new model year we planned a pro- 
duction of 50,000 cars through the 
closing months of the year to Jan. 
1. We have had to increase this 
figure to 60,000, more than twice 
the production of 25,950 for the 
corresponding period last year. De- 
mand is such that we would be 
justified in still further increases 
if it were possible for us to do so. 
We consider prospects for the 
eens industry brilliant in 
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Dealers Eye Cadillac-LaSalle .. . 


HEAVIEST LAST QUARTER 
pany was disclosed by Cadillac- 
vention last week in 
General Motors; Nicholas Dreystadt, 
Wilson, executive 


it. Left to right, C. 
= general manager of Cadillac, and (, 5 


Poe 


roduction schedule in the history of the cop 
aSalle executives at their annual dealer eq). 


F. Kettering, vice-president ,; 


vice-president of GM, discuss the current upturn in busines 











ATTENDEES AT the Cadillac conclave included, standing, Howland B. Jone, 


Red 


Bank, N. J.; Paul Norwood, Miami; Dorman McFaddin, Long Branch, \ 


J.; seated, Robert E. Jones, Red Bank, and W. R. Bush, Miami. 





C. A. MORRIS, Waterloo, Ia.; Glen Travis, Peoria, Ill., and A. P. Mitchel 
Fort Worth, Tex., look under the hood of a Cadillac 62 at the annual conve 
tion of Cadillac-LaSalle dealers. 


Cadillac Sets Record Output; 
Prices Fixed on 1940 Model 


DETROIT.—Heaviest last quar- 
ter production schedules in the 
38-year history of the company 
were disclosed last week by Nich- 
olas Dreystadt, general manager 
of Cadillac-LaSalle, before the an- 
nual convention of dealers and dis- 
tributors. 

The conference of 1,500 here, 
which served to introduce 1940 
model Cadillacs and LaSalles, was 
marked by a new high in optimism 
both in regard to future company 
sales and business generally. 

“In the last two weeks Cadillac- 
LaSalle has boosted production 
schedules by 17 percent,” Dreystadt 
declared, “a step more than justi- 
fied by our number of unfilled or- 
ders. Compared to the correspond- 
ing period of a year ago, our or- 
ders are 25 percent up. 

New model prices were an- 
nounced by D. E. Ahrens, general 
sales manager. 

Particularly significant, dealers 
felt, was an advertised delivered 
price of $2,670 on a new Fleetwood 
Seventy-two four-door sedan. 

The Seventy-two, mounted on a 
139-inch wheelbase, is an addition 


to the Fleetwood line for 1# 
Last year’s base Fleetwood prt 
was $2,995. 

Base price on the 1940 lineup ¥ 
mains unchanged at $1,240 on! 
LaSalle coupe. Two LaSalle Spec# 
bodies, which will augment 
LaSalles for 1940, are priced ' 
$1,380 and $1,440 in Detroit. 

The Cadillac Sixty-two, lowe 
price car to bear the Cadillac crest 
is based at $1,685 for the cour 
The four-door sedan in this = 
will deliver at $1,745. The Cail 
Sixty Special is unchanged 


090. a 
Fleetwoods in the high-Pr 
bracket range from $2,995 to 


115 for the eights and from $5,14 
to $7,175 for the sixteens. 
C. E. Wilson, executive Vi 
president of the General Molt! 
Corp.; C. F. Kettering and * | 
Grant, also vice-presidents, * 
dressed the banquet meeting 2" 
evening. PT 
The two-day meeting reach c 
climax Wednesday in a drive-# 4 
of approximately $2,000,000 hao 
of automobiles. Every sectio? 
the country was represented? 
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Dealers Tell 
By William 


NNOUNCEMENT by General 
Motors last week of its plan 
for the establishment of maximum 
retail delivered prices for its new 
cars has had considerable reper- 
omer beard one dissenting voice in 
ard to the objective of this pro- 

ri the elimination of pro- 
acking and the stabiliz- 
es. Most serious objec- 
tions are to details of the plan and 
its effect on dealers’ gross margin. 
Chief point of criticism, if it 
can be called that, revolves 
around the limitation placed 
upon the dealer in regard to 
charges for transportation. Deal- 
ers (and some manufacturers) 
point out that gross margin 
markup should be made upon 
the cost of the car to the dealer 
at the dealer’s showroom—a 
“laid down” price. Under the GM 
plan the markup is based upon 
the cost of the car at point of 
manufacture with transportation 
and tax charges to the customer, 
made at the actual cost to the 
dealer. I am inclined to agree 
with the dealer viewpoint. It 
seems to me that there is a con- 
fusion between the turnover of 
goods and the turnover of cap- 
ital. Most organizations make 
their profit from a profitable 
turnover capital, with goods _be- 
ing used merely as a medium 
for accomplishing that turnover. 
For instance, under the GM plan, 
a dealer who buys a car with a 
point of origin price of $700 (and 
for which he must pay $100 freight) 
bases his markup on the $700 
which at, say 24 percent discount 
or 33% percent markup, would be 
$233. To this he adds only the ac- 
tual $100 freight charge, plus local 


Chrysler Prices 
Show Reduction; 


Sales Hit Peak 


DETROIT.— Prices of the 1940 
Chrysler Crown Imperial and 
Saratoga models, announced by 
Charles L. Jacobson, general sales 
manager of the Chrysler Sales di- 
vision, show sharp reductions over 
those of the corresponding models 
of 1939. Prices of all other models 
already released also are reduced. 

In the Crown Imperial line, the 
six-passenger sedan is listed at 
$2,245, a reduction of $350 over the 
1939 figure. Furthermore, this car 
carries as standard equipment 
Chrysler’s all-weather air control, 
a heating and ventilating unit that 
retails for approximately $50. 

The Crown Imperial eight-pas- 

senger sedan is listed at $2,345 and 
the sedan-limousine at $2,445, 
these prices being $250 lower than 
those for the corresponding cars of 
last year’s line, with the air con- 
trol added as standard. All of the 
Crown Imperial cars have Chrys- 
ler’s Fluid Drive and Cruise and 
Climb transmission (overdrive) as 
standard equipment. 
_ The 1940 Saratoga, which comes 
in but one body style, the sport 
formal, lists for $1,375, a reduction 
of $68 from the 1939 model. In 
this car a special movable glass 
partition separating the front and 
rear compartments can be had for 
$75. This equipment also is avail- 
able for the New Yorker at the 
same price. The partition is a con- 
venience when a chauffeur-driven 
car is desired. 

Prices of the Fluid Drive and 
overdrive also have been reduced. 
The Fluid Drive units now list for 
ed as aquinet = last year, and 

Overdrive fo nst 
$60 in 1939, a @ 
_ Jacobson reports that retail de- 
liveries in September were double 
those of September, 1938. Retail 
deliveries of Chrysler and Plym- 
outh cars by Chrysler dealers for 
_ week ending Sept. 30 were the 
rig in the company’s history 
or the corresponding period. 

‘ Factory shipments of Chryslers 
or September: were 33 1/3 percent 
greater than those for September 
and October combined last year, 
and were the largest since Sep- 
ember, 1929, when the new models 


were introduced in Au Jacob- 
Son said. Pe er 
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C. Callahan 


taxes, in arriving at his delivered 
| price. His actual investment in the 
car, on the other hand, is $700 for 
the car at the factory and $100 
freight, bringing the total to $800. 
Using the same markup in this 
case the dealer would add $266 to 
the base price, plus $100 freight, 
plus local taxes, in arriving at the 
delivered price. This makes a dif- 
ference of $33 in gross profit mar- 
gin which accepted cost account- 
ing indicates the dealer is entitled 
to. Under the GM plan the dealer 
bases his markup in this particular 
illustration on only seven-eights of 
his investment. I don’t know of 
any business in the world which 
figures its selling price on the basis 
of anything less than 100 percent 
of its invested capital. 
* * * 


Taking the other side of the 
question, however, the big prob- 
lem is whether dealers would 
conserve more of their gross 
margin if the freight markup 
was included. In all this plan the 
used car trade is still the key 
factor, and allowances must be 
depressed in sympathy with the 
defaulted new car prices. Thus, 
while good cost accounting would 
be on the side of the freight 
markup, there still remains the 
practical side of whether this 
markup would not be used mere- 
ly as a trading margin. 

* x * 


HRYSLER has consistently 

recommended that dealers dis- 
play prices on its products. Last 
week this corporation reiterated 
its stand in a letter sent to all 
dealers over the signature of the 
president. This letter pointed clear- 
ly to the fact that the corporation 
is wholeheartedly in favor of price 
stabilization but there is no indi- 
cation that dealers will be asked to 
publish breakdowns of the factors 
which go to make up the ultimate 
delivered price of the car itself, 
either in price tags or in the cus- 
tomer invoices. 

The statement, made by K. T. 
Keller, president, said: “In estab- 
lishing the ‘Detroit Delivered 
Prices’ on Chrysler Corp. cars 
and discounts to dealers, we fol- 
low the practice of including all 
federal taxes, leaving such state 
and local taxes as may apply in 
given localities and provision for 
transportation charges on the ve- 
hicle from Detroit to destination, 
to be added by the dealer in de- 
termining the local retail deliv- 
ered prices.” 

* * * 
N THE case of Ford, John R. 
Davis, sales manager, says that 
Ford prices this year will be plain- 
ly posted on wall charts in dealer 
showrooms. These prices, in all 
probability, will show the delivered 
price of the car in a given com- 
munity but will not be broken 
down into the factors which go 
into the makeup of that final price. 
Ford last year had written such 
provisions into its dealer contracts 
and a determined effort was made 
to stabilize prices at that time. 
Lack of support from other ele- 
1aents in the industry, it is claimed, 
rendered this attempt more or less 
ineffective. 
* x 

W. A. Blees, sales manager of 
Nash, has expressed complete ap- 
proval of the objective of the Gen- 
eral Motors plan but is a leading 
figure in the opposition to some of 
its details. Blees feels that dealers 
are fairly entitled to a markup on 
freight charges and asserts that 


this practice is followed in all 
other businesses in the United 
States. His statement is that 


freight charges, which represent 
an investment by the dealer, are as 
much a part of the cost of the car 
to the dealer as the wheels, tires 
or other parts of the car. 

“The establishment and stabili- 
zation of prices,’ he says, “is an 
ideal which we are all hoping to 
attain. From this standpoint I 
am in complete accord with the 
objectives of the GM plan. On 
the other hand, I do not feel that 
this movement should be made 
at the expense in anyway of 
dealer gross profit margin. I feel 
that dealers are entitled to place 
the markup on their cars on the 

(Continued on Page 18, Col. 3) 


Colorado to Sue Car 


Ready to Act 
On Back Chain 


Store Levies 


By Ira R. Alexander 
Staff Correspondent 

DENVER.—Unless the seven 
major automobile manufacturers 
either pay chain store taxes for 
their Colorado dealers, or take 
legal steps to resist the state’s at- 
tempt to collect such taxes for the 
last four years, the state in Oc- 
tober will “institute such court ac- 
tion as may be necessary” to force 
payment of the fees, it was learned 
in the office of State Treasurer 
Charles M. Armstrong. 

James W. Creamer, director of 
the store license division of the 
treasurer’s office, sent notification 
to this effect to attorneys for the 
Ford Motor Co. 

The state is claiming a total of 
more than one-half million dollars 
in chain store taxes from the auto- 
mobile companies under a _ state 
supreme court decision of last 
June. Creamer said: 

“We were told some time ago 
that the Ford company would file 
a test case against the state. Noth- 
ing has been done, however. We 
will wait a short time and if no 
action has been _ instituted, the 
state will file suit to bring an 
early decision on this question. 

“If the state sues the Ford com- 
pany it is likely that, by stipula- 
tion, similar cases will be filed 
against the other major automobile 
companies, with the decision on 
the Ford case controlling in all 
the others.” 

The Ford company was billed 
for $102,470 in back taxes. 

The treasurer’s office also is at- 
tempting to collect chain store 
taxes on Continental Oil Co. filling 
stations and a large number of 
groceries which, it is contended, 
are operated on a chain-store 
basis. 

Creamer said it was understood 
the Continental company was 
planning a court test. This firm 
was billed about a month ago for 
almost $400,000 taxes for four 
years. 


Hatch to Head 
Ford Branch; 
Doss Switched 


CHICAGO.—_Two important 
changes in the Ford organization 
have just been made, one of them 
concerning the 
appointment of 
Arthur S. Hatch 
as manager of 
the Chicago 
branch, the other 
the transfer of 
H. C. Doss, head 
of Ford opera- 
tions here, man- 
ager of the com- 
pany’s Dearborn 
(Mich.) branch. 

Hatch was in 
charge of Lincoln 
and Lincoln-Zephyr sales for the past 
11 years, with headquarters at the 
factory. Doss came here two years 
ago from Kansas City, where he 
was manager of the Ford branch. 


Hudson Sales 
Set 10-Yr. High 
At End of Sept. 


DETROIT.—Retail sales of Hud- 
son cars in the United States for 
the week ended Sept. 30 were the 
highest for any comparable week 
since September, 1929, it was re- 
ported Thursday by George H. 
Pratt, general sales manager of 
the Hudson Motor Car Co. 

Sales for the week totaled 1,760 
units compared with 1,502 for the 
previous week, marking the third 
consecutive week in sales gains 
and an increase of 250 percent over 
the same week a year ago, Pratt 
stated. 

Retail sales reported for the 
month totaled 5,356 units, an in- 
crease of 149 percent over the same 
month a year ago. New retail out- 
lets added so far in the new model 
season total 225. 





Arthur S. Hatch 





Makers 





Press Peeps at '40 Fords... 





MEMBERS OF PRESS 


got their first glimpse of the 1940 Ford, Mercury and 


Lincoln-Zephyr cars in front of the Ford Rotunda during last week’s preview 


in Dearborn. 





TOURS THROUGH Ford’s village industries was a highlight of the preview. 


Here, second from left, Warren Hastings of t 
center, and H. 


Times, right, inspect an operation in the Waterford plant. 


of the New York Herald-Tribune, 


he Canadian Motorist,, Bert Pierce 
S. Walesby of the Detroit 





GROUP TOURS the Waterford plant and watches the skilled workmen manu- 
— ; soneee which control precision in production operations at the Ford 
uge p . 





Ford, Mercury and Zephyr 


Prices are 


DEARBORN. — The Ford Motor 
Co. Friday announced the follow- 
ing prices for the 1940 Ford V-8 
passenger cars: 

Sixty horsepower motor—Tudor 
sedan, $640; Fordor sedan, $685; 
coupe, $600; business coupe, $620. 

Eighty-five horsepower motor— 
Tudor sedan, $680; Fordor sedan, 
$725; coupe, $640; business coupe, 
$660; station wagon, $850; deluxe 
Tudor, $740; deluxe Fordor, $785; 
deluxe coupe, $700; Deluxe busi- 
ness coupe, $720; deluxe convert- 
ible club coupe, $825; deluxe sta- 
tion wagon, $920. 

Also announced were the follow- 
ing prices on 1940 Mercury 8 cars: 

Sedan (2-door), $920; town se- 
dan (4-door), $960; sedan coupe, 
$960; club convertible, $1,050; con- 
vertible sedan, $1,180. 


Lincoln-Zephyr prices are as 
follows: 

Three-passenger coupe, $1,360; 
sedan, $1,400; club coupe, $1,400; 
convertible coupe, $1,770; town- 


limousine, $1,740; Continental cab- 
riolet, $2,840. 

Distribution and delivery charges, 
also all federal, state and other 


Firms Plead Guilty 


COLUMBUS, O.—Two local tire com- 
panies, among those indicted on July 
28 by Franklin county grand jury 
under the Ohio advertising law for 
alleged false advertising of automobile 
tires, changed their pleas to guilty 
and were each sentenced to pay fines 
of $25 and costs. 


Set for 1940 


taxes are extra on all three lines 
of cars. 

The prices represent slight ad- 
justments in last year’s prices, and 
in practically all sections of the 
country should result in lower de- 
livered prices to customers through 
reductions in handling charges, it 
was reported. 


Stewart-Warner 
Presidency Is 
Resigned by Otis 


CHICAGO.—Joseph E. Otis jr., 
president of the Stewart-Warner 
Corp. for the past six years, has 
resigned to be- 
come president 
of Dodge Mfg. 
Corp., of Misha- 
waka, Ind., pro- 
ducers of power- 
transmitting belt 
pulleys, shaft 
bearings, shaft 
collars, coupling 
gearing, convey- 
ors and elevators. 

Otis has been a 
director in the 
Dodge firm for a 
number of years. 

His successor as head of Stew- 
art-Warner has not yet been an- 
nounced. 





J. E. Otis jr. 


ee 


ee 


ee ae ee 


ee ee ee ee Ee eS ea ee 


Founded in 1925 as Automotive Daily News 


Automatiuge Neus. 


The Newspaper of the Industry 
Published every Monday at 
DETROIT, U. 8. A. 

Cable Address—AUDANE, Detroit 


2751 East Jefferson Ave. Telephone Fitzroy 7070 


New York—51 E. 42nd St Washington—Chandler Bldg. Chica ichig 
5 e g0—307 N. Mi an Ave. 
Murray Hill—6-0104 National 4303 Franklin 2508 6a 


George M. Slocum, Publisher 

Chris Sinsabaugh, Editor B. 'B. Crighton, Business Mana 
William, Cc. Callahan, Managing Editor Willard C Cotton, Advertising Mar ger 
ans J. Wemhoff, Associate Editor Edward Kruspak, Eastern ager 
ac eed, Service and Truck Editor Colin M. Selph, Central States Manager 


RESIDENT CORRESPONDENTS 


Chicago—Mel Adams; Atlanto—J. H. Reed; Minne. i 
. H, 3 apolis—A. G, Patterson; Ka 

Sees, H. James; Los Angeles—Slim Barnard; Dallas J, A. Webb; Bomen—jim 
7 cent Seattle—D. M. Trepp; San Franciscc—Leon J. Pinkson and Al Waddell; 
a oshington—William Ullman; New York—Bethune Jones, Automotive News, 51 E. 
2nd a San Antonio—B, Cc. Reber; Hartford Conn.—Charles Barr; South Bend— 
Cc, a lollock; Lowisville—A. W. Williams; Buffalo—George E. Toles; Syracuse— 
4 urr Bell; Canton-Akron—Rex McConnell; Harrisburg, Pa.—George E. Shelley; 
porate Warren footings; Montreal—Roy Carmichael; Vancouver, B. C.—F. it 

lerton; St. “ae & Cone Denver—Ira R. Alexander; Birmingham, Ala.— 


Subscription ONE YEAR $4; TWO YEARS $6, including annual Almanac 
> for United States and Canada, also Mexico, Cuba and Panama. 
‘o other countries, one year $6.00. Single copies 10¢. Advertising Rates: 


Standard Rate and Data, or write for rate card. No Free List! 


Entered as second-class matter Post Office, Detroi 
Copyright 1939 Slocum Publishing = - Brimted iG? x. a 





atson; New Orleans—Fred Cumbus. 








One sacred pledge we make our friends here 
and now. This publication, God willing and so 
long as it is in our charge, will never champion 
the cause of any individual or any corporation 
which is not for the best interests of the automo- 
tive industry as a whole. Nor will its columns 
be used to spread gossip or inflame prejudice. 
It will confine itself to the upbuilding of the 
industry it is pledged to serve, wholly through 
the dissemination of NEWS which is timely, 
authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1933). 
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AUTOMOTIVE 








Maximum Prices vs. Maximum’ Allowance 


ENERAL MOTORS has put a ceiling on its new car 
prices in order to end packing. Chrysler has reiterated 
its policy along the same line. Ford also has expressed the 
intention of quoting maximum prices in his showrooms this 
year. This general movement on the part of the industry 
can mean only that new car prices as a whole for 1940 will 
be on a level considerably below those of last year. This 
will result from the fact that prices at the factory have 
been almost universally pared, plus elimination of inflation 
in the field. 


With lowered new car prices dealers can salvage a fair 
share of their gross margin only by pinching more tightly 
their used car allowances. Theoretically no dealer should 
make an allowance for a used car (plus reconditioning and 
resale margin) higher than the discount which he receives 
from his factory on the new car—that is, if he wants to put 
his new car on the basis of profitable merchandise rather 
than that of a loss leader. In practice, however, we all know 
this theory will not stand. 


It behooves the dealer, none the less, to hold his used car 
allowances to the lowest point which the exigencies of com- 
petition will permit. Don’t forget that winter is ahead and 
a heavy stock of high priced used cars this fall is not among 
the things that contribute to a dealer’s Merry Xmas or 
Happy New Year. 


New Car Demand is High 


LREADY, the scattered reports from the field indicate 

a ready acceptance of new cars. Factories here in De- 
troit, and elsewhere, are running behind current orders. 
Some prognosticators have stated by December this year 
business in this country will have reached the high point of 
1937. This is all welcome news. We are not inclined to be- 
lieve the declaration of war in Europe has been the basis 
for this upturn. The stage was set. Our chief job now is to 
avoid boom hysteria. Business has real reason to be good 
for the remainder of the fall and winter. If we push it into 
a boom, it may go boom. 


Just An Idea 


HE following telegram was sent to the executive com- 

mittee of the Nash local No. 72, United Automobile 
Workers, by Spencer Honig, president of the Nash Cali- 
fornia Co.: 

“Constant interruptions to production causing serious dis- 
content with dealers. Unless we are assured of more definite 
supply of cars it is useless for us to continue expansion 

lans. Knowing Kenosha labor situation as I do, I am fear- 


ful that workers will suffer through weakening of our dealer | 


organization and we no longer can go out and rebuild an- 
other one. Nash has good opportunity to recapture its place 
in the industry but delays in production are making it more 
and more difficult. If we muff the opportunity now Kenosha 
labor will suffer permanently. I urge you to do everything 
possible to get production started at once as situation out 


here is serious.” 
Looks like an idea! 


By GEORGE M. SLOCUM 





WE TAKE Like manna from 
A BOW! heaven came a letter 
the other day which 

sent a tingle of pride up the spine 


of everyone who has contributed | 


to the success of Automotive News. 
It read: “Cleaning out some old 
files the other day I ran across 
some yellowed copies of old ADN 
which I had marked for some 
items I wanted to save. Really I 
had forgotten how poorly they 
were prepared and printed and 
how little they prophesied the fine 
publication you are getting out for 
the industry today. Outside of the 
registrations and a few factory 
publicity blurbs I could see little 
in them that would interest the ac- 
tive men in either the factories or 
the dealerships who make and sell 


motor vehicles in this country. 
” * * 


“Believe it or not, I took the 
time out of an otherwise busy day 
to lay down the current issue of 
Automotive News alongside of these 
old 1930 issues. I’m not handing 
you any taffy when I say that 
from my pretty intimate knowledge 
of trade papers in the automotive 
field I do not believe any one of 
them can point to a record of im- 
provement which will even com- 
pare with what you’ve done with 
Automotive News. I find the cur- 
rent issues pretty carefully edited 
to give your readers just the facts 
they want and boiled down to save 
their time so that “he who runs 
may read.” Then you have added 
departments like “Used Car Selling 
Prices,” “Service Department,” 
“Used Car Merchandising” and 
your news of automotive advertis- 
ing. I can see you have built up 
a staff of ‘correspondents who are 
really bringing you the fresh news 
from every section of the country. 

* 


“Then you've kept pace with the 


trend of the times by devoting a | 


large percentage of space to pic- 
tures of what’s going on and per- 
sonalities so that by my keeping 
up with Automotive News I seem 
to be familiar with the men who 
are making the business. When I 
see them in the flesh I am inclined 
to walk up and call them by their 
first names. So I could go on and 
on but I am not trying to write 
you a flattering letter. Rather I 
wanted to put down on paper the 
way I felt. To give praise where it 
is well earned. Too few of us get 
any flowers while we are living.” 
* 


Well, there you have it! You 
know why every man and woman 
(and there are now a hundred or 
more of us who devote all or part 
of our time to Automotive News) 
felt like picking up our friend and 
carrying him around the block! 
Editing a newspaper is pretty 
much like working in a goldfish 
bowl. There are not many things 
you can conceal. Your readers 
know pretty much how you feel on 
every subject and your friends and 
enemies can tell whether or not 
your income is keeping up with 
your outgo. Certainly no one would 
have to feel the pulse or look at 
the tongue of any columnist to tell 
you how he was feeling when he 
did his stint. 


* * * 


There was an interesting reac- 
tion to the receipt of this letter, 
however, in the office here. 
seemed to be the general con- 
sensus that we had only made a 
fair start toward the goal we have 
set up for Automotive News, 
Granted we have made progress 
and had, we agreed, increased our 
service to our readers, still we were 
very far from giving complete 
coverage to the manifold interests 
of what is 
“America’s greatest industry.” 

* x of 


However, we here in Detroit are 
ambitious. We seek to serve both 
the maker and the seller of motor 
vehicles, but we are absolutely in- 
dependent. We know that our job 
is to gather the news and dis- 
seminate it without prejudice. If 
we fail we leave an opening for 
| someone else who can do it better! 
| —G. M.S. 


without any doubt | 
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Let’s Stick to Our Knitting 





In This Corner— 


‘Forget About War ....’ 


The views expressed in this 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 
be observed upon est. 


requ 


column are those of our readers. 





Sound 


“A Word in Edgewise,” advocat- 
ing forgetting about the war, is 
certainly timely and extremely 
sound advice. 


Mr. Slocum’s comments on the 
business outlook are particularly 
pertinent. The current issue of 
Forbes, a copy of which I am en- 
closing for your convenience, con- 
tains a quarterly forecast begin- 
ning on page 12 that provides ad- 
ditional support for your thesis. 


Since receiving the Automotive 
Almanac, I’ve been on the verge 
of dropping you a note commend- 
ing your editorial staff on the com- 
prehensive coverage of essential 
data on the automotive industry. 


| It has been extremely helpful to 


It | 





me.— Elmer Sylvester, Detroit 
manager, Forbes Magazine. 


Old Car 


; I have been advised to write you 
in regard to some advice I need in 
disposing of an automobile I have. 
The automobile is a Franklin 1910 
model and in good condition. 


If you could give me informa- 
tion as to how I could realize 
something out of the car I would 
appreciate it very much.—Dean 
Kirkpatrick, Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Epitor’s Note: There is an or- 
ganization in Los Angeles, known 
as the Horseless Carriage Assn. 
which can be reached through 
Arthur W. Twohey in the Pe- 
troleum Securities Bldg. Los 
Angeles. This organization has 
made a hobby of collecting old 
model automobiles and it may 
be possible that they would be 
interested in the Franklin which 
you mention. 


Sales 


We shall appreciate your letting 
us know number of Cadillacs sold 
in South Carolina and United 
States respectively during 1939. 

Kindly enter our subscription for 
Automotive News for one year, 
sending us at once copies for the! 


past two months.—L. B. Hym 
Hyman Auto Co., Inc., Dillon, §. 

Epitor’s Note: Available fi 
ures so far for 1939 are for th 
first eight months, which sho 
that in South Carolina duriv 
that period 34 Cadillacs were s0i 
and 60 LaSalles. This compar 
with the national total for Cai 
lacs of 8,728 and national toti 
for LaSalle of 14,617. 





Coming Events 


OCTOBER 
7-23—Dallas. Automobile show. 


9-11—San Francisco. National Assn 
Independent Tire Dealers con: 


tion. 

14-21—Toronto. Canadian National } 
tor Show. 

14-21—Rochester, N. Y.. Autome 
show. 


14-22—Los Angeles. Automobile S 


15-21—Seattle. Wash. Dealers’ ¢ 
ouse. 


15-22—Los Angeles. Automobile 
15-22—New York. National Autom 
show. 


16—New York. Society of Auto 
tive Engineers annual dinner. 
16-20—Atlantic City. National S# 
Congress and Exposition. 
16-21—Cincinnati. Automobile 
Open House. 
21-28—Detroit. Automobile show. 
21-28—Buffalo. Automobile show. 
21-28—Newark. Automobile show. 
21-28—Baltimore. Automobile shov 
21-28—Pittsburgh.. Automobile * 
21-28—Milwaukee. Automobile »” 
21-28—Washington. Automobile 5 
22-28—St. Louis. Automobile shor 
23-24—C hie ago. American Truc 
Assns. annual meeting. ‘ 
33-25—Hartiord, Conn. Autom! 


snow. ‘ P 
23-28—Des Moines. Automobile a 
26-Nov. 1—Philadelphia. Autom 


show. oe 
28-Nov. 4—Columbus, 0.—Dealers' “ 
House. 
NOVEMBER ‘ 
3-11—San Francisco. Automobile . 
4-12—Chicago. Automobile s° ; 
6-1l—Syracuse, N. Y. Autom? 
show. : 
7-12—Omaha. Automobile show. 
$-16—Chleage. National Motor 
ow. a er. é 
30-Dee. ae Falls, S. D. Av! 
bile show. 
DECEMBER , 
4- 5—Butte, Mont. Montana ~e 
bile Dealers Assn. annua!” 


Service’ 


clave. 
11-16—Chicago. Automotive 
dustries Show. 





A 











le fir 
or th 


durin 





\s cENSsAT lONAL” 4 


VELMO CLOTH 
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--»BUT IT’S GOOD NEWS TO 
DEALERS AND CAR-BUYERS 





\ VELMO CLOTH MARKS ANOTHER MILESTONE IN 
WEAVING AUTOMOBILE UPHOLSTERY ... A LOGICAL DEVELOPMENT, 
NOT A RADICAL DEPARTURE + HERE’S UPHOLSTERY WITH MOHAIR 
VELVET’S SAFETY, COMFORT, CLEANLINESS, COOLNESS, GREATER WEAR- 
ABILITY ... A FABRIC WITH MOHAIR VELVET‘S DEALER-DIVIDEND AT 
TRADE-IN TIME, YET SMOOTH, SOFT VELVETY CLOTH * AN UPHOL- 
STERY APPEALING TO ALL TASTES THAT GIVES THE CAR-BUYER MORE 
FOR HIS AUTOMOBILE DOLLAR x SO SPECIFY: ““VELMO CLOTH 
...OR EQUAL” x REGARDLESS OF BRAND THIS NEW TYPE CLOTH 
UPHOLSTERY 1S WOVEN TO RIGID SPECIFICATIONS DETERMINED BY 
AUTOMOTIVE AND TEXTILE ENGINEERS TO ACHIEVE UNIFORM HIGH 
QUALITY + YOU WANT THE VELM©O CLOTH TYPE UPHOLSTERY 


IN YOUR 1940S * ASK FOR IT! 


LC. CHASE AND COMPANY 
CHASE selling division of Goodall Sanford Industries, 
Sanford, Me.; Reading, Mass. 
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REMEMBER WHEN... 


your Sunday afternoon ride was usually 
prelude to nocturnal waiting beside the 
road for a tow home?..."Get a horse” 
passed for humor and your engine broke 
down almost as often as tires blew-out? 


forgotten and not so long ago. A1910, 
'15 or '20 beside any of the sleek 1940s 
is mute tribute to automotive engineer- 
ing genius and the progressive spirit 
that dominates the automobile industry, 
from manufacturer to dealer. 


Gene forever, these deys... byt ng} Sy Eas 
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Hydra-Matie Driv 


Styling, Longer Wheelbases, 


Roomier Bodies Featured 


LANSING.—Three new Oldsmo- 
bile series for 1940—two sixes and 
an eight—with marked changes in 
styling and increases in wheel- 
base length and overall dimensions, 
are announced. 

Headlining all features of the 
1940 Oldsmobile is the introduction 
of a feature called Hydra-Matic 
Drive, a combination of liquid fly- 
wheel and fully automatic trans- 
mission, which reduces driving to 
its simplest, easiest terms. The 
conventional clutch assembly is 
entirely eliminated. There are no 
clutch parts to wear out and re- 
place. The clutch pedal itself is 
gone, leaving no work for the left 
fuot to do. 

To start the car, one simply 
steps on the starter, move a valve- 
actuating lever into forward posi- 
tion, and then step on the accel- 
erator. Changes from low, through 
second and third, and into fourth, 
or cruising gear, are entirely auto- 
matic. Gears, incidentally, are al- 
ways in mesh, so that there can be 
no clashing of gears or chipping 
of gear teeth. This means also that 
the engine serves as a brake on 
down grades. 

To stop the car the driver sim- 
ply steps on the brake. With no 
clutch to press and no gears to 
shift, there’s nothing for the driver 
to do but steer, “step on it,” and 
stop. The feature is available at an 
extra cost in all three series of 
cars. 

Oldsmobile’s series “60,” intro- 
duced last year in the low-price 
field, this year appears with an 
overall length increased to 197% 
inches, and an engine stepped up 
to 95 horsepower. An entirely new 
body has been designed for the 
“60” this year that takes full ad- 
vantage of the greater wheelbase 
length. Seats are much wider. 

In the popular-priced field, Olds 
again offers the six-cylinder “70” 
series, biggest selling car last year 
in the Oldsmobile line. It is 


equipped with an improved, obser- 
vation-type body, with wide, deep, 
windshield and windows, and nar- 
row body pillars that provide max- 
imum vision for the passengers, 
and likewise add to the outward 


appearance of the car. Overall 
length of the “70” series is in- 
creased to 199% inches. 


It is in the medium-priced eight- 
cylinder Oldsmobile, christened 
this year the “Custom 8 Cruiser,” 
that the biggest change in the 
Oldsmobile line for 1940 appears. 
On a wheelbase increased to 124 
inches and an overall length in- 
creased to 210% inches, is a body 
of a new type. Because floors are 
so low that running boards are no 
longer needed, Oldsmobile engi- 
neers have incorporated the width 
the running boards customarily 
require into the body itself. Front 
seat width in the Custom 8 Cruiser 
is 60 inches. 

To harmonize with the new and 
larger bodies, new frontal design 
was created. Definitely increased 
in height, and likewise greater in 
width, the front is enlivened this 
year by a more liberal use of 
chrome. The hood line is long and 
level and its height is accentuated 
by an ornament of chrome and 
lucite. 

Radiator design of all _ three 
raodels is similar. Wide, horizontal 
bands of chrome brighten the rad- 
iator grille of heavy, die-cast 
metal. Between them, the narrower 
bands of the grille work in the 
“60” and “70” models are painted 
to match the body colors. In the 
Custom 8 Cruiser the entire grille 
is chrome. 

A feature, too, is the horizontal 
line carried across the tront of the 
fenders, just below the headlights, 
which serves to emphasize the im- 
pression of sturdiness and width 
given by the entire front end de- 
sign. Vertical grilles directly below 
the headlamps house parking 

(Continued on Page 20, Col. 3) 
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New Transmission .. . 


DEPRESS ¢ 
ur 
ENGAGE ciurcy, 2 TIMES 


3 Times 





REMOVAL OF the clutch pedal from the front compartment in the Oldsmo- 
bile models for 1940 is made possible by the use of a liquid clutch in conjunc- 
tion with the automatic transmission offered by Olds during the last two years. 


Above at the left is the front compartment with the “Hydra-Matic’’ drive. 
the right is the conventional compartment. 


operations. 


At 
Arrows indicate simplification of 





OLDSMOBILE LIQUID flywheel, which is used in place of the conventional 
friction clutch, Bo om of two concave disks, as above, with fins fitted to the 
inner sides like the web division in a grapefruit. The disks are mounted face- 
to-face one thirty-second of an inch apart within a housing. One disk is at- 


the end of the crankshaft and the other to the transmission. 
en ~ is forced from the automatic transmission into the liquid fly- 


under pressure, 


wheel. As the engine rotates the drivin 


Oil, 
disk, the oil is thrown from the fins 


of it against the fins of the driven d sk, causing it to rotate in the same 


direction. 


———— 
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e Highlights Oldsmobile 


For 1940 Oldsmobile Presents . . - 


1940 OLDSMOBILE SIX Series 70 four-door touring sedan. 


Cook County Sept.| Sz, 


Sales Below Aug.; 
Double Sept. 1938 


CHICAGO.— Cook county new 
car registrations in September 
totaled 4,882 units, a seasonal de- 
cline from the August figure of 
6,061, according to tabulations re- 
leased by the Bureau of Motor Ad- 
vice, but almost doubled the Sep- 
tember, 1938, showing 2,605. 

Despite the drop in grand total 
from the preceding month, Plym- 
outh, Packard, Studebaker, Nash 
and Hudson turned in a gain over 
August, while Willys-Overland and 
Graham registered the same num- 
ber. 

Plymouth held the lead for the 
second consecutive month with 965 
units, Dodge climbed into second 
place with 507, Chevrolet finished 
third with 481, Ford fourth with 
463, and Buick fifth with 438. 

Following in order were Packard 
with 338, Studebaker with 266, 
Pontiac with 225, Oldsmobile with 
206, De Soto, Hudson and Nash 
with 192, Mercury with 145, Chrys- 
ler with 144, Lincoln-Zephyr with 
65, Cadillac-LaSalle with 52, Willys- 
Overland with 11, Graham with 
seven, Hupmobile with one. 








Louis Dealers Expecting 


Heavy Demand for °40 Ca 


Special to Automotive News 

ST. LOUIS.—No matter what 
action is taken by Congress on the 
President’s plea for an amend- 
ment to the Neutrality Act, Joseph 
A. Schlecht, secretary and man- 
ager of the Greater St. Louis 
Automotive Dealers’ Assn., be- 
lieves that the uncertainty of 
world-wide conditions will result 
in a boom to the automotive in- 
dustry throughout the nation this 
fall and winter. 


Schlecht bases his opinion on 
the belief that a heavy demand by 
European countries for materials 
of all kinds will result in a sharp 
upswing of employment and a 
resultant increase in purchasing 
power of American workers. 

Used car sales in St. Louis dur- 
ing the last few months, when the 
weather was very warm, has 
brought about a 45-day turnover, 
the best since the first of the year. 
However, the demand is dropping 
off at present. Schlecht said there 
iS no Oversupply of used cars be- 
cause dealers have high-pressured 


their disposal in anticipation 
deliveries and sales of the * 
models. Prices obtained for © 
cars also have increased with 
low supply on hand. 


Members of the St. Louis 
sociation, according to Schl 
have reported a strong demané 
the new models wherever 82” 
have been shown. 

At the assembly plant of 
Ford Motor Co. here, all f 
surrounding the lot have b 
covered with huge strips o © 
vas to prevent passersby from t 
ing the new models the na 
The cars shipped by trailers ' 
Chevrolet’s assembly plant | 
are all hidden under tar 
and huge fleets of trailer del 
trucks, awaiting the gun {0 
liveries of the new models: 
constantly being loaded with 
new cars that are destin 4 
dealers’ show rooms in the» 
and Southwest. 


Chris Sinsabaugh's sP4. 
“Sparks” column is read ” 
‘“‘wide-awake” in the industry 
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but get demonstrations of only 4 !... 


is the procedure of the new car buyer, according to the industry’s own findings . . . The prospect spends 
seven weeks thinking it over before he or she starts shopping . .. When men come to the showroom, they’re 
half-sold already . . . But you’ve got to do your selling in the seven weeks before they start shopping . . . 
Your salesman can’t do it, because they can’t pick out the hot prospects . . . but your advertising can! .. . 
In a market as big as New York, there’s always a lot of these “soon” seven-weeks prospects ... and you 
can’t cover them with small circulation newspapers . . . You need coverage for the job—and you get cover- 
age in the Journal-American . . . This newspaper reaches approximately a third of all the metropolitan new 
car prospects—every day in the year... Going to more than 600,000 families, interesting men, women and 
young folks . . . with something for every member of the family on its colorful, fast moving pages . . . your 
advertising in this paper gets more action, does more work, has a better show, makes a better showing, gives 
you maximum coverage of a major portion of the market . . . And at $1.00 a line, sells cars at a profit! ... 
Ask your dealers! . . . And start selling now for Show time, with an extra strong schedule in New York’s 


strongest new Car medium— 


NEw vorK Journal-Amernican 


Represented nationally by: RODNEY E. BOONE ORGANIZATION . . . Detroit Office: 12-226 General Motors Bldg. 


NEW YORK - CHICAGO - DETROIT - PHILADELPHIA - PITTSBURGH - BOSTON - BALTIMORE - ATLANTA - SAN FRANCISCO - LOS ANGELES - SEATTLE 


Ap aay temic on 


oo 


= 


Pontiac Offers Ne 





Many Improvements Noted; 
Low-Priced Six Is Larger 


PONTIAC.—Expanding its lines 
to cover the widest market in its 
history, Pontiac enters the 1940 
season with 17 body models on 
four separate chassis. 

Pontiac’s bid for the volume 
market is being made with a 
larger low-priced Special six. Re- 
styled Deluxe sixes and Deluxe 
eights are entered in the market 
just above the Special six. Also 
offered is a new eight, called the 
Torpedo eight. 

The Silver Streak, started six 
years ago, remains the identifying 
mark. Added lustre has. been 
given radiators, grilles, hoods, 
bumpers, fenders, running boards, 
headlamps, dash and instrument 
panels. 

The low-priced Sepcial six comes 
in five body models, two and four- 
door touring sedans, business and 
sport coupe and station wagon. A 
new chassis frame of the Pontiac 
straight X-type increases’ the 
wheelbase two inches to 117 inches. 
Overall length has been increased 
8% inches. 

Bodies feature more room. Floors 
are four inches lower, thus making 
the cars easier to step into. Wind- 
shields are 1% inches wider and 
one inch deeper, thus giving an 11 
percent increase in glass area. 
Front seats are four inches wider 
providing ample room for three 
passengers with much extra elbow 
room for the driver. Rear seats are 
three inches further forward from 
the rear axle, thus improving the 
ride, it is said. 

The Deluxe six, with restyled 
and refurnished bodies on a 120- 
inch wheelbase chassis, retains 
many of last year’s features. How- 
ever, there are numerous changes 
in appearance, interior styling and 
refinements of body, chassis and 
engine. Models include two and 
four-door touring sedans, business 
and sport coupes and cabriolet, 
either with chrome-trimmed run- 


ning boards or running board 


skirts. 


The Deluxe eight has a wheel- 
base of 120 inches. Restyled in- 
side and out, it has many body, 
chassis and engine refinements. 
There are two and four-door tour- 
ing sedans, business and_ sport 
coupes and cabriolet, either with 
chrome-trimmed running boards 
or running board skirts. 


Floors of all business coupe 
rear decks now are flat and spare 
tires are mounted behind the seat. 

The Torpedo eight, a completely 
new car in the Pontiac line, has 
two body styles, a four-door tour- 
ing sedan and sport coupe. In size, 
comfort and appointments they 
are said to exceed anything ever 
mounted on a Pontiac chassis. 
Both models may be had either 
with chrome running boards or 
running board skirts. 

The Torpedo eight has a 122- 
inch wheelbase, with overall length 
of 207% inches. Sedan front seat 
is 60 inches long, while sedan rear 
seat is 49% inches long. The sport 
coupe is equipped with a full- 
length auxiliary seat 58% inches 
long, instead of the customary two 
extra seats. Both front and rear 
seat cushions are constructed of 
coiled springs, topped with a thick 
layer of foam sponge rubber. 

Other innovations on the Tor- 
pedo model bodies include con- 
cealed door hinges; outside door 
locks on both front doors; new 
inside door locks; new door lock 
covers; deluxe steering wheel; up- 
holstered folding center arm rest 
in rear seat of sedan; chromium 
mouldings on windshield, side and 
rear windows. 

In the four-door sedan there are 
only two side windows on each 
side of the car. Both are in the 
extra wide doors. Rear doors are 
hinged at the front and open well 
back into the rear seat cushion, 
thus affording easy entrance and 
exit. 

The station wagon model, with 

(Continued on Page 23, Col. 4) 
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w ‘Torpedo Eight’ in 1940 Lines 


Introducing the 1940 Pontiacs . . . 





1910 PONTIAC SPECIAL SIX, 117-inch wheelbase, 87-horsepower, four-door sedan, is the company’s newest entran 


in the low price field. 


eal 
~~" sr seemnoall 


190 PONTIAC TORPEDO EIGHT four-door touring sedan with 122-inch wheelbase and 103-horsepower engine. 
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C 
21-28—T) 
“LUXE EIG 21-28—F 

PONTIAC DELUXE EIGHT four-door sedan, mounted on a 120-inch chassis; powered by a 100-horsepower engi 2]-98__ 
21-28—F 
21-28—H 
21-28. 


WITH the 1910 Pontiac is the new under-seat heater. From its 
cotnal Saute under the front seat it distributes warm air evenly through- 
out both front and rear compartments. It has 50 percent greater capacity than 
the master dash heater and 20 percent more than the deluxe dash heater, it is 
claimed. With the special defroster and fresh air intake these advantages are 


said to be increased greatly. 









3-11 


7-124 
4-124 
: 6-11. 





8-16 





"Ss 1 SEDAN models in all four lines have at least 20 cubic feet 
'te . er the streamlined trunk. Wide seats front and rear give 


ample space for six passengers. 


PONTIAC STATION WAGON for 1940 has mhogany body panels set off by maple trim 30-Dee, 
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ee 
s Nash Takes Roundtable |*z2%" "| MEMA’s Equipment Sales 


Eastern division: Oct. 10, De- 


troit; Oct. 11, Cincinnati; Oct. 12, ° D . A 
ma . oa ° Cleveland; Oct. 13, Buffalo; Oct. Index Rises ur ing ug ust 
O ea ers “Li ities 17, New York; Oct. 18, Boston; Oct. 
ws eae aoe a NEW YORK.—According to, base as compared with 110 percent 
i aie Ge. te kee ting their | for July and 79 percent for August, 
the institution of a permanent ,24, Akron; Oct. 26, Atlanta; Oct. |™anufacturers reporting their 1988 — P 
policy on the part of the company, |27, Jacksonville; Oct. 30, Char-| monthly business figures to the : 
Blees said. Already scheduled are | lotte, N. C. Motor and Equipment Manufac- Shipments to vehicle manufac- 
two other series of councils, one| Western division: Oct. 10, Minne-|turers Assn., August shipments |turers for original equipment in 
tentatively set for January, one | apolis; Oct. 11, Milwaukee; Oct. 12,|jn all branches of the industry, | August increased to 96 percent of 
for March. Chicago; Oct. 13, St. Louis; Oct.| with the exception of accessories, | the base, which compares with 94 
The councils in the western di-|16, Rockford; Oct. 17, Kenosha; | wore higher than the previous |Percent registered in July and 58 
Vision will be attended by BI Oct. 18, Memphis; Oct. 19, Dallas; percent for August last year. 
co ft kee ed by Blees | oct. 20, Oklahoma City; Oct. 23,|™onth of this year and continued Service parts shipments to 
and 0. L. Arnold, assistant gen- | Kansas City; Oct. 24, Omaha; Oct.| to be above the corresponding for August advanced 
eral sales manager. The eastern |95 Denver: Oct. 27, Salt Lake City: wholesalers for August adva 
’ : , e SLY: | month of last year. to 166 percent of the base as com- 


councils will be attended by R. H. | Oct. 29, Missoula; Oct. 31, Seattle; 
Israel, assistant general sales|Nov. 1, Portland; Nov. 3, San| The grand index for all branches | pared to 154 percent in July. In 


manager, and A. R. Boscow, as-| Francisco; Nov. 6, Los Angeles; |0f the industry in August rose to| August, 1938, the index stood at 
sistant to the general sales man- ' Nov. 10, Phoenix. 117 percent of the January, 1925, ' 143 percent. 


Philadelphia Gar Dealers 
Discuss New Car Advertising 


QUESTION: 


“If only ONE newspaper were used for new car advertising in } 
Philadelphia, which one would you recommend?” t 


ANSWER: 


Recommendations for The Evening Bulletin 


OIT.—Taking the “round- 
oni oak into the field to all Nash 
dealers, an intensive series of 
dealer council meetings will be 
launched Oct. 10 by, Nash motors, 
it is announced by’ W. A. Blees, 
general sales manager. 

The meetings, which will be 
held simultaneously in the eastern 
and western divisions, will get 
under way in Detroit and in 
Minneapolis Tuesday, and. will 
continue until Nov. 10 at 30 other 
key points throughout the United 
States, Blees said. 

| Nash’s plan to take the “round- 
table” to all Nash dealers, rather 
than to bring selected dealers to a 
central meeting point, is considered 
a departure. Blees explained that 

rant the system was adopted to permit 
a more completely effective con- 
tact with every dealer, and to give 
every dealer possible full voice in 
laying plans for Nash’s 1940 sales 
activities. 

A further step in Nash’s long- 
range program designed to insure 
equitable factory-dealer relations, 
to increase dealer profit margins, 
and to co-ordinate thoroughly the 
activity of each unit of the entire 


Nash selling organization, 
| 





itr titi mye 
; = 


oes By re 


dealer councils will be of an open 
forum type, keynoted by the 
theme “Organizing for Profit.” 
One of the subjects to be pre- 
sented at the meetings is the new 
Nash retail sales training pro- 
gram, which has been in _ the 
process of planning and produc- 
tion for several months. The most 
comprehensive salesmen’s training 
program ever undertaken by Nash 
ne. Motors, the project will get under 
way in the field Nov. 13, although 
key men have already been in 
training for several weeks. 
The series of dealer council 
meetings that begin Oct. 10 marks 


Total for all other newspapers 


Note: The 158 mentions of other newspapers are distributed 
among 2 morning newspapers, 2 Sunday newspapers, 1 evening 
newspaper, 1 tabloid newspaper. 








Bantam Dealers 
To See 40 Models 


BUTLER, Pa.—Bantam distrib- 
utors and dealers will get their first 
glimpse of the new “Super 4’ Ban- 
tam cars and trucks for 1940 at a 
special showing at the factory 
here Oct. 12. 


The “Super 4” line embodies 
many refinements and improve- 
ments including 20 percent in- 
crease in horsepower, addition of 
hydraulic shock absorbers, entire 
redesign of the chassis and motor 

assis Mountings and the introduction of 
== two new passenger models, the 
convertible coupe and sedan. 


Survey made by a national research organization by personal interview with 440 owners, 
officers, salesmanagers and salesmen of 225 dealerships including Buick, Cadillac-LaSalle-Olds- 
mobile, Chevrolet, Chrysler-Plymouth-Dodge-DeSoto, Ford-Lincoln-Mercury, Graham-Nash- 
Willys, Hudson, Packard, Fontiac, Studebaker. 


Write for free booklet describing this survey. 





“If only one newspaper were used for new car advertising in Philadelphia,” 
HERE'S WHAT PACKARD DEALERS SAY: (Out of twenty-four dealer opinions, fifteen 
recommend The Evening Bulletin) @ “The Bulletin has greater circulation and finest 


readers by class.” @ “The Bulletin reaches more potential buyers.” @ “I like the con- 


Show Dates 


NATIONAL SHOW 

Oct. 15-22—Grand Central Palace 

{ New York City 
OCTOBER 

14-21—Toronto. Canadian National 
Motor Show. 

14-21—Rochester, N. Y. Automobile 
Show. 

15-21—Indianapolis. Automobile 
Show. 

15-22—Los Angeles. Automobile 


Show. 
16-21—Cincinnati. Automobile 
Open House. 
21-28—Detroit. Automobile Show. 
21-28—Buffalo. Automobile Show. 
ogi 21-28—Newark. Automobile Show. 
21-28—Baltimore. Automobile Show. 
21-28—Pittsburgh. Automobile Show. 
21-28—Milwaukee. Automobile Show. 
*1-28—Washington. Automobile 
Show. 
22-28—St. Louis. Automobile Show. 


servative, more intelligent set-up of The Bulletin and I believe the people buying this paper 
are more apt to be new car buyers.” Q “Bulletin — because people have more time to 
read an evening paper. Good circulation.” @ “Bulletin — because better results from 
previous advertising.” @ “The Bulletin has largest circulation. Non-partisan newspaper.” 
@ “The Bulletin circulation cuts across the different classes, hitting both high and low 
class.” @ “The Bulletin is most widely read, has largest circulation and is non-partisan.” 
q “The Bulletin has better reading matter — straighter news and is non-partisan. 
Cleaner circulation not obtained by prizes, etc.” @ “The Bulletin gives better results on 


the basis of past experience.” 








23-28—Hartford, Conn. Automobile The Evening Bulletin has led all Philadelphia extra advertising value and economy of The 
sede we cei taste daily newspapers in circulation for thirty-four Evening Bulletin’s circulation leadership, built 
ae. consecutive years—without the use of subscriber solely on merit. Learn how, with The Bulletin, 
bile Shae elphia. Automo- contests or premiums or prizes to subscribers. you can reach the majority of homes* in the 
NOVEMBER | People buy The Bulletin to read, and read it to great responsive Philadelphia territory at one of 
*l—San Francisco. Automobile buy! Consult your advertising agency about the the lowest costs per reader in America. 
" 7-12—Omaha. Automobile Show. *95.3% of The Evening Bulletin's circulation is within Philadelphia and its trading area (A B C). 


4-12—Chicago. Automobile Show. 


6-11—Syracuse, N. Y¥. Automobil ; 
Show. a of (A 4 fla ae ly of x04 jy 177, 7 Y 
es National Motor fj 
ruck Show. Navy Pier. 
30-Dec. 3—Sioux Falls, SD. Auto- | nearly wry . 6 


mobile Show. | Copyright 1939, Bulletin Co., Philadelph@ 
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Steel Operations 


Moves Up Seven Points 
To 89 Percent of Capacity 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.—Steel out- 
put in the Youngstown district 
reached 89 percent last week, vir- 
tually equaling the high mark of 
the early 1937 boom. The week’s 


NATA Will Stage 
Annual Conclave 
In Detroit Oct. 16 


DETROIT.—The National Auto- 
mobile Transporters Assn. is hold- 
ing its fifth annual convention here 
Oct. 16 in the Book-Cadillac Hotel. 

New officers will be elected for 
the coming year and new policies 
adopted for the betterment of the 
transport industry. 

Principal speaker at the banquet 
in the evening will be John L. 
Rogers, ICC commissioner, and 
Ken Moore, of the Automobile 
Manufacturers Assn., will be toast- 
master. Attendance of many of the 
officials of the automobile manu- 
facturing companies is expected. 


Richard Will Direct 


Sales for Pacific Mills 
NEW YORK.—Alfred E. Colby, 
president of Pacific Mills, an- 
nounces the appointment of Au- 
guste Richard as vice-president in 
charge of sales and merchandising 
of all divisions, to take effect Nov. 
1. He will make his headquarters 
at the main sales office of the com- 
pany here. 

Richard comes to Pacific Mills 
from the Spool Cotton Co., of 
which he has been president and 
director since 1930. Since 1936 he 
has also been president of its af- 
filiate, the Crown Fastener Corp. 


gain represents another seven- 
point advance. 

For all practical purposes, the 
steel plants here are operating at 
the capacity of available units. As 
additional units become available 
because of rapidly pushed repairs, 
they are immediately placed in 
service. ‘ 

The active blast furnace list 
rose to 20 of 25 as Pittsburgh Coke 
and Iron Co.’s blast furnace at 
Sharpsville resumed blast last 
Monday, after having been idle for 
18 months. 

Four more blast furnaces are be- 
ing made ready for resumption. 
Two of these may start near the 
end of the week. 

Three additional open hearth 
furnaces will bring the number of 
active units to 71 of 83, with the 
few remaining idle furnaces en- 
tirely out of commission. 

Shortage of iron compelled the 
postponement of the resumption 
of the third shift on the Ohio 
Works Bessemer for a few days. 
No. 6 stack, the last idle at this 
big plant, is being prepared for 
use. It is very seldom that all six 
plant furnaces at the Ohio Works 
operate. No. 1 blast furnace at the 
Farrell Works may be ready by 
the end of the week. 


Youngstown Sheet & Tube added 
an open hearth at Brier Hill, mak- 
ing nine of 12 active there. Sharon 
Steel Corp. added an open hearth 
at Lowellville and the Ohio Works 
will again have all of the 15 open 
hearths on the active list this 
week. 


Omaha Show Nov. 7-12 


OMAHA. — The Omaha Automobile 
Trade Assn. has set Nov. 7-12 as the 
dates for its thirty-fifth annual auto- 
mobile show and transportation ex- 
position to be held at the Ak-Sar-Ben 
Coliseum. 


OPENS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15 
40th ANNIVERSARY 
NATIONAL 


AUTO 
SHOW 


GRAND CENTRAL PALACE 
NEW YORK—OCT. 15-22 
Opens Sunday Oct. 15, for 8 days 


Here the motor industry will start its campaign for 1940. 
Buyers, dealers, jobbers, purchasing agents, fleet owners 
sales managers, service men and industrial leaders will 
attend. Visitors to New York for the World's Fair will 
augment the show attendance. 

Under one roof, in a beautiful entting, will be shown the 


newest in passenger cars, body work 
iesel engines and safet 
action exhibits. 


sories, parts 
matized an 





ight trucks, acces- 


y displays. Dra- 


NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE SHOW 


366 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Alfred Reeves, Manager 
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Reach High Mark of 1937 Boom 





ROOM FOR FIVE in Plymouth’s new 








> |SAE Nominates 


“‘Four-Passenger” deluxe coupe. 


There’s lots of space for an extra passenece in this year’s wider front seat. 


Note the wide door opening, and div 
to the rear compartment. Deep, 


to provide additional carrying space. 


ded back rest of front seats for easy access 
soft auxiliary seats fold away when not in use 





Nebraska’s ‘Little NRA’ Act 


Goes Before Supreme Court 


LINCOLN, Neb.—After a fan- 


fare of oratory, offensive and de- 


fensive, the validity of Nebraska’s 
1937 automobile dealers’ licensing 


law was referred to the state su- 


preme court last week. The 
statute, referred to as the “little 
NRA,” was attacked by several 
automobile dealers, among them 
Andrew C. Nelson, of Omaha. 
Attorneys for Nelson alleged that 
the measure was illegal because it 
gave exclusive right to the auto- 
mobile manufacturer or distributor 
to enfranchise new automobile 
dealers. The administrator (the 
state engineer) has arbitrary 
power to promote the interests of 
the dealers to the detriment of the 
public, it was charged, and it un- 
dertakes to regulate an article of 
commerce not affected with the 
public use, giving the administra- 


N.Y. Show 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Theme Center on the fourth floor, 
in which the subject of safe driv- 
ing will be comprehensively cov- 
ered. Numerous scientific appara- 
tus for testing the driver’s ability, 
and equipment in connection with 
highway control, will be demon- 
strated. 

For example, one of the inter- 
esting devices will be the Harger 
“Drunkometer”’ demonstrated by 
the National Safety Council. In 
this test the alcoholic content of a 
person’s breath may be measured 
when the subject blows up a small 
rubber balloon. The growth of this 
method of gathering evidence in 
the case of intoxicated drivers will 
be revealed. 


tor the right to determine the 
value of automobiles, especially 
second-hand cars and trucks. 

“The act is valid and enforce- 
able,” declared attorneys for State 
Engineer A. C. Tilley, “and, even 
if the sections attacked are in- 
valid, there would still remain a 
valid and enforceable law.” 


W. A. Grant, Chevrolet dealer of 
Fremont and president of the Ne- 
braska Automobile Dealers’ Assn., 
was present during the argument. 
After the case had been submitted, 
he said: 

“The Nebraska licensing law 
has enabled us to stamp out boot- 
legging of new cars. It has curbed 
the activities of fly-by-night ven- 
dors of used cars and ruined the 
game of tinhorn salesmen. It has 
standardized the practices for 
handling second-hand cars. 


“The new law requiring birth 
certificates from the manufac- 
turer has reduced padded registra- 
tions to the minimum. A recent in- 
vestigation in the state showed 
that the maximum of padded reg- 
istrations in any one town was 
two. In few cases were the du- 
plications wilful. The mistakes oc- 
curred because manufacturers had 
not been prompt in furnishing 
birth certificates. 


“I object very much to the 
term ‘little NRA’ in connection 
with this act. The Nebraska law is 
no more an ‘NRA’ than is the Wis- 
consin statute. It is a fair trades 
act that protects the public from 
reckless and irresponsible dealers. 
The reference was first made by a 
Lincoln paper that opposed this 
and other acts. We have pro- 
tested, and we hope that daily 
papers and national mediums will 
quit using the term.” 





Show Activities 


DATE TIME PLACE EVENT 

Oct.11 4-7 p.m. Park Lane Packard’s amateur photo 
contest exhibit 

Oct.12 3p.m. Waldorf Buick press party 

Oct.138 12noon Waldorf General Motors press 
luncheon 

Oct.13 4-7 p.m. Waldorf Preview of GM cars 

Oct.15 2p.m. Astor Ford, Mercury, Lincoln- 
Zephyr show opening 

Oct.15 2-7 p.m. World’s Fair GM reception for automo- 
bile editors 

Oct.15  9:30p.m. Waldorf Crowell-Collier Pub. 
Co. party 

Oct.16 12:30p.m. Roosevelt Automotive Safety 
Foundation luncheon 

Oct.16 6p.m. Pennsylvania SAE annual dinner 

Oct.16 12 noon Astor Ford press luncheon 

Oct.16 4-7 p.m. University Club General Motors press 
reception 

Oct.17. noon Waldorf Alfred P. Sloan jr. 
luncheon 

Oct.17 3-6p.m. Barclay Evans Products Co. 
reception 

Oct.18 4-6p.m. Biltmore Studebaker press party 

Oct.18 noon Lexington Oldtimers luncheon 





Officers for Its 


Council in 19 


NEW YORK«—Following are th 
names of those who have beer 
nominated as officers and member; 
of the Society of Automotive fp. 
gineers’ council for 1940: 

President, Arthur Nutt, vice. 
president of engineering, Wrigh 
Aeronautical Corp.; treasurer 
David Beecroft, Bendix Product; 
Div., Bendix Aviation Corp.; coup. 
cilors (1940-1941), Murray Fahne. 
stock, editor, Ford Dealer & Sery. 
ice Field Magazine; James RB 
Fisher, vice-president, Waukesh 
Motor Co.; Austin M. Wolf, auto. 
motive consultant. 

Vice-presidents, aircraft, S. J] 
Zand, consulting engineer, Sperry 
Gyroscope Co., Inc.; aircraft ep. 
gine, N. N. Tilley, chief engineer 
Detroit plant, Continental Motor; 
Corp.; diesel engine, C. G. A. Rosen, 
assistant chief engineer in charg 
of diesel research, Caterpillar 
Tractor Co.; fuels and lubricants 
Neil MacCoull, research engineer 
The Texas Co.; passenger car 
James C. Zeder, chief engineer, 
Chrysler Corp.; passenger car 
body, John Oswald, Olds Motor 
Works Div., General Motors Corp; 
production, Edwin R. Smith, vice. 
president and general manager, 
Seneca Falls Machine Co.; tractor 
and industrial power equipment, J. 
M. Davies, research engineer, Cat- 
erpillar Tractor Co.; transporta- 
tion and maintenance, G. W. 
Laurie, manager, automotive trans- 
portation, Atlantic Refining Co. 
truck, bus and railcar, B. Frank 
Jones, chief engineer, truck div, 
White Motor Co. 

Members of the 1940 council wil 
include also the following three 
men who were elected at the be 
ginning of 1939 for a_ two-year 
term: 

W. E. McGraw, chief engineer, 
Chrysler Corp. of Canada, Ltd.; G 
L. Neely, research engineer in 
charge of fuels and_ lubricants, 
Standard Oil Co. of Calif.; A. L 
Beall, research engineer, Wright 
Aeronautical Corp. 

Serving on the 1940 council as 
past-presidents are: 

C. W. Spicer, vice-president, 
Spicer Mfg. Corp.; W. J. Davidson, 
general sales manager, Diesel En- 
gine Div., General Motors Sales 
Corp. 


For feedbox truck news, read Jac 
Weed’s “Truckin’.” - 
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3-WHEELER 


CHARGES FURNACE! 





That troublesome problem 
metal working plants, movili 
work into and out of heat treatin 
furnaces and melting units, ha 
been met by a compact and it 
expensive mechanical  chargiti 
machine. Developed by Edgar 2 
Brosius, Sharpsburg, Penna., thi 
3-wheel Auto Floor Charger ca 
be used also to serve mills, presse 
forging hammers. Operating undé 
unusually severe conditions ! 
places where delays due to me 
chanical failure cannot be tolet 
ated, this charger must be rugs¢ 
and sturdy without  sacrificilf 
compactness or maneuverability: 
These stiff requirements have bee! 
met by specifying Nickel allo 
steels for major parts. 

spiders and cylinder pinions 4 
SAE 3140 Nickel-chromium steé) 
heat treated. Gear keys are 
still higher Nickel content, at 
the heavily loaded vertical sha! 
is made frot 
3%% Nicke 
steel. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPAN 
INC. New York, I! 
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Automotive Export Values Rise 4th Month in Ro 


Aug. Total Hits $16,166,291, Record 4th Quarter Output 
22 Percent Over Year Ago Is Scheduled by Chevrolet 










South Africa, British India and 
Colombia were the principal mar- 
kéts-for passenger cars during the 
month, while the leading countries 
of destination for trucks were 
British India, Argentina, Hong 


to Automotive News 


Speci SHINGTON.—August marked 
the fourth successive month in 


ich the valuation for automotive 
vohnet exported from the United 
States was substantially improved 
over the corresponding period of 
last year, the U. S. department of 
commerce announced last week. 

August’s total of $16,166,291 
showed an advance of 22.7 percent 
compared with the $13,174,044 val- 
uation reported during the same 
month of 1938. 

The result of the continued en- 
hancement in values for foreign 
shipments of automotive products 
is shown in the gradual rise in ex- 
ports in relation to last year. At 
the end of the first quarter of the 
current year automotive shipments 
were 17.1 percent under the figure 
for the comparable period of last 
year; at the close of six months 
they were but 6.4 percent below 
the January-June total of 1938; 
now, at the expiration of eight 
months the total of $186,582,647 is 
slightly in excess of 3 percent un- 
der the $193,140,545 recorded in the 
corresponding months of last year. 

The total valuation of exports of 
automotive products for August is 
the lowest reported for any month 
of this year as a result of the sea- 
sonal trend when manufacturing 





Frazer Conducts 
Previews of 


Willys Models 


TOLEDO.Joseph W. Frazer, 
president of Willys-Overland Mo- 
tors, Inc., has just completed per- 
sonally-conducted previews in 
major cities throughout the coun- 
try. 

Whereas the custom in the in- 
dustry has been to display new 
models privately to distributors 
and dealers a month or six weeks 
before the regular “open” shows, 
Frazer has personally traveled up- 
wards of 10,000 miles from coast- 
to-coast in the last 30 days. 

The presence of the public at 
these hotel previews, it is said, 
helped rather than hindered tak- 
ing of advance orders from deal- 
ers and distributors and signing 
up additional men and women to 
— the company’s sales out- 
ets. 

One-day previews were held in 
major cities in all sections of the 
country. The usual schedule was 
for Frazer early in the morning 
to meet with local newspaper and 
Magazine writers, sometimes 
around the breakfast table. Then, 
until mid-afternoon, company offi- 
cials explained the new features 
of the car to dealers and distribu- 
tors. At 2 p. m. specially invited 
guests began to arrive for cock- 
tails and a thorough-going look at 
the cars. 

In New York, several hundred 
financial and business leaders as 
well as theatrical and sports world 
figures were invited. The Wash- 
ington cocktail party was digni- 
fied by heads of government de- 
partments, army and navy officials 
and members of the White House 
Secretariat. Later in the afternoon 
the doors were opened to the gen- 
eral public, which had been in- 
formed of the preview through the 
newspapers. 

Opening these dealer previews 
to the public has been very help- 
ful,” Frazer said. “Not only did it 
sive us a chance to sample public 
reaction toward our new models 
Well in advance of the fall sales 
Campaign, but it made:a lot of 
friends for Willys-Overland.” 


Wash. to Select Queen 


tor Annual Car Show 
int ASHINGTON. — To stimulate 
o a in the 20th annual auto- 
a Show, to be held here Oct. 
z at Riverside Stadium, it has 
decided to elect an “Auto 
a. Queen.” Nomination blanks 
‘oe ~*~ information can be ob- 
oe from any member of the 
eae ington Automotive Trade 


operations are at low ebb conse- 
quent to the change-over to new 
models. 

Passenger car shipments totaled 
but 3,874 units, valued at $2,316,- 
439, while trucks amounted to 7,585 
units, having a valuation of $5,- 
258,863. 

The demand for low-priced 
trucks is evident from the cumu- 
lative statistics which indicate ex- 
ports of 2,000 more units from Jan- 
uary to August, inclusive, than 
were shipped in the first eight 
months of 1938, although the value 
is slightly less than reported a 
year ago. 

Canada, 


Argentina, Union of 


Kong, Colombia and the Union of 


South Africa. 


Shipments of miscellaneous 
automotive products were well 
the exports of this 
group, which includes parts, acces- 
servicing equipment, etc., 
totaling $8,590,898 compared with 
$6,116,630 during August of last 


maintained, 


sories, 


year. 


New Carrier Added 


EAST LIVERPOOL, O.—The Com- 
mercial Barge Line has acquired a new 
automobile carrier designed to handle 
125 cars. Built by the Dravo Corp., it 
will be placed in service on the lower 


Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 


DETROIT.— Production of the 
new 1940 Chevrolet passenger cars, 
scheduled for public presentation 
Oct. 14, got under way last week 
in the company’s 10 assembly 
plants throughout the country, on 
a basis which calls for the heaviest 
last-quarter production in the his- 
tory of Chevrolet. 

W. E. Holler, general sales man- 
ager, made the announcement 
Tuesday at a luncheon in the Re- 
cess Club, where Chevrolet was 
host to 200 newspaper and maga- 
zine men. Holler said that the ad- 
vertising being placed behind the 


new models was the heaviest con- 
tracted for by Chevrolet since 1929. 

“Passenger car assembly lines 
started work Monday, on a pro- 
gram calling for gradual accelera- 
tion toward peak capacity,” Holler 
said. “Cars were actually shipped 
last week, to stock dealers for the 
announcement. This will be made 
simultaneously in retail salesrooms 
throughout the country and at the 
National Automobile Show in New 
York.” 


After lunch, the company’s 
guests previewed the 1940 line. 
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D1aAmonpD T announces 
the first and only trucks in the world 


-= Guaranteed = 


for 100,000 miles 


ROM now on, every Diamond T Super- 

Service Truck carries a factory warranty 
which differs in one respect only from the 
standard warranty of the industry—it is 
effective for four times as many months, or 
twenty times as many miles. 

The reasons for this guarantee are more 
important than the guarantee itself. They 
result from 35 years of continuous devotion 
to one ideal of excellence by the founders of 
this company. 


Bullt for Longer Life 


First is the Diamond T Super-Service Engine. 
Its stabilized block of hard electric furnace 
alloy iron wears enormously longer than 
common “grey” iron. Its massive 7-bearing 
counterbalanced crankshaft vastly reduces 
bearing loads. Electric-hardened journals 
are almost wear-proof. Bearings are of cad- 
mium-nickel instead of babbitt—withstand 
100° more heat. In addition, engine heat is 
safely controlled by full-depth cooling. 

Similarly, every part of the entire truck is 
of most advanced design. And in every model, 
the units employed in Diamond T Trucks 
provide generous extra capacity. 


Priced for Lowest Costs 


This explains the almost incredible records 
your Diamond T dealer will show you in 
the big photographic “Book of Evidence” — 
records of hundreds of thousands of miles, 
with negligible maintenance costs! 

You pay no premigm for this extra quality, 
nor forthe guarantee. Diamond T Super-Serv- 
ice Trucks are low in price as well as lowest 
in final cost. Call your Diamond T dealer, or 
write for “The Key to Lower Truck Costs.” 


Ay 
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or a full 


THE DIAMOND T WARRANTY f 


protects you for 


4 times as long or 


20 times as far 
as the standard warranty 
of the motor truck industry 








year 


DIAMOND T 


“DIAMOND T MOTOR CAR COMPANY, CHICAGO 
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This is a reproduction of the Diamond T announcement advertisement currently appearing in leading magazines. Write for details! 
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Suggestions Given for Detectin 
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Peril Under New N.Y. Law 
Cited by Brooklyn Assn. 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Suggestions on 
“How to Detect a Used Taxi’ are 
made by Ralph Ebbert, manager of 
the Brooklyn and Long Island 
Automobile Dealers Assn., Inc., in 
a bulletin to members. 

The problem of guarding against 
used taxicabs being traded in un- 
der the guise of ordinary used cars, 
although confronting dealers in 
all areas, is of particular import- 
ance to dealers here because of a 
New York law providing penalties 


Oldtimers to Hold 
Luncheon During 


N. Y. Show Week 


NEW YORK.—The old timers of 
the automobile world of a quarter 
of a century ago are planning to 
commemorate the early days of the 
motor vehicle at a luncheon to be 
given at the Lexington Hotel here, 
Oct. 18, when it is expected that 
about 200 of the old timers will 
be present. 

Dave Hennen Morris, former 
president of the Automobile Club 
of America, as honorary chairman 
of the luncheon committee, will 
welcome the guests, presenting 
Judge William H. Hotchkiss, for- 
mer president of the American 
Automobile Assn., as chairman and 
toastmaster. 

A feature of the luncheon will 
be the use of a “stop and go” sema- 
phore to govern the speakers’ time. 

The committee on arrangements 
for the luncheon, in addition to 
Morris, is composed of Judge 
Hotchkiss, chairman; Capt. E. V. 
Rickenbacker, David Beecroft, 
William L. Colt, Clifford M. Bishop 
and Chris Sinsabaugh as  vice- 
chairmen; Major August Post, 
treasurer, and Frederick H. Elliott, 
secretary. 

Those attending the luncheon 
will be the special guests of the 
automobile show committee during 
the afternoon and evening, Wed- 
nesday having been designated as 
Old Timers’ and Engineers’ Day at 
the automobile show. 





Lou Meyer Quits Racing; 


To Operate Ford Plant 

INDIANAPOLIS. — Louis Meyer, 
only three-time winner of the 500- 
mile race here, has announced his 
retirement to enter the automobile 
reconditioning business, according 
to Robert M. Bowes, president of 
Bowes Seal Fast Corp., who was 
interested with Meyer in the Seal 
Fast entries at the annual race. 

Bowes said Meyer has signed a 
contract with the Ford Motor Co. 
to operate a reconditioning plant 
in Los Angeles. Meyer, however, 
will retain his interests in Bowes 
Racing, Inc., but will act in an 
advisory capacity rather than 
racer. 


Cars are not 


for merchandising used taxicabs 
unless they are so designated. 


“Probably the most important 
safeguard against adding taxicabs 
to used car inventory,” Ebbert ad- 
vises, “is to be suspicious of all 
fuur-door sedans offered as a 
trade-in on a dark, rainy night, 
especially if the customer insists 
that the appraisal be immediately 
given the O.K. of the boss. Rain 
can make poor paint and bad rub- 
ber look pretty good, and damp- 
ness can muffle many a tell-tale 
mechanical sound. Under these 
conditions, beware the stranger 
who offers a recent model trade-in, 
wants to pay balance in cash and 
take immediate delivery. 

“Remember that in suburban 
communities and in some cities— 
Washington, for example—taxicabs 
operate under a zone system. There 
may be no holes for meter cables 
and no other warning signs. How- 
ever, here are suggestions for ap- 
praisers, some of which will not 
apply to those taxicabs that did 
not undergo structural changes: 

1 “Used taxis ride hard. They are 
worn out, as a rule, even if only 
one year old. The motor has no 
pep, transmission and rear end 
are noisy and brakes are hard. It 
may be worth more than salvage, 
but certainly should be heavily 
discounted. 
2 “Look carefully at the top 
where a taxi sign may have 
been mounted. The customary cheap 
paint job may not have concealed 
all marks. 
3 “Lift right side of hood, and 
examine dash and_ toeboards. 
Taximeters and cables leave dif- 
ferent holes from those used for 
heater or radio; holes in the toe- 
boards are almost a sure sign that 
car was once a taxicab. If car has 
new toeboards, find out why they 
were installed. 
4 “Open doors and scrape a little 
paint from inside edge. If yel- 
low, or any other color commonly 
used on taxis shows through, you 
quite likely are looking at a used 
cab. 
5 “Look for excessive back seat 
upholstery wear. Front seats 
often are removed before car is 
placed in taxi service, and rein- 
stalled without having been used 
when offered for resale. 

“Examine the sheet metal im- 

mediately above the center of 
outside of the windshield. Slight 
indentations of the metal where 
taxicab signs or lights have been 
removed can usually be seen. 

“Look for signs of excessive 

wear on bumpers, edges of hood, 
running boards and fenders. 

8 “Avoid any car offered at any 
unusually low price. When a car 
is cheap, there is always a reason, 
and the reason is seldom ad- 
vantageous to purchaser.” 





Read trade news of the coach trailer 
industry in AN’s truck section. 


sold in Showrooms 


It is in the comfort and quiet of the home that decisions 
are made as to whether a new car will be bought... the 


make and mode! selected. 


Isn’t it logical then, that manufacturers should endeavor, 
where possible, to get their sales messages into the home? 


In the BRONX—fifth “city” of the nation—the BRONX 
HOME NEWS is the only daily and Sunday, and only 


A. B. C. paper published in the county. 


98% of its 


total circulation of 140,000 is delivered into the home by 


780 exclusive carriers. 


National Automobile Show Number 


will 


Be Published October 15th 


BRONX HOME NEWS 


One of New York’s Major Newspapers 
MEMBER: A.B. C.—United Press 





| 1940 General 
| equipped. 


‘De Soto Winds Up Meetings - - 


Fe 


WINDUP OF the 14 De Soto dealer 
and covered the entire country, was 


right, Frank Wolfiin, Wolflin Motor Coy 


Pariss Motor Co., Fort Worth, Tex.; 


Fort Worth, and J. B. Wagstaff, general sales manager 0 


(lighting cigarette). 


meetings, which started 


the Sept. 30 meetin 





Sept. 5 in Detroit 
in Balias. ian 
Amarillo, Tex.; Tom Mastin, Mastin- 

tin-Pariss Motor Co., 
By a a Ge De Sote factory 





OTHER ATTENDEES 
shaw, Hanshaw-Queen Motor Co., Bi 
tor Co., Port Arthur, Tex.; Carol 
Tex.; Hub Jones, Hub Motor 





he Dallas meeting were, 
ey Fay 8 mes. Tex.; Fred Mingle, 


left to right, Miles Han- 
Mingle Mo- 
ickenson, Dickenson Motor Co., Abilene, 
Co., Lubbock, Tex., and Tom Tirade, Houston, Tex. 


Ford to Show 1940 Lines 
In Hotel Astor’s Ballroom 


NEW YORK.—The main ball- 
room of the Hotel Astor will 
undergo a complete transforma- 
tion late this week in preparation 
for the opening Oct. 15 of the Ford 
Motor Co.’s own automobile and 
style show in New York City. 
Workmen will start Friday at 
midnight to prepare the ballroom 
for the opening of the show at 2 
p.m. next Sunday. 


Highlight of the Ford show will 


GM to Display 
1940 Models in 
Salon at Waldorf 


NEW YORK.—General Motors 
will open, free to the public, a dis- 
play of 1940 automobiles and other 
products at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Oct. 14-22. The motor cars will be 
shown in an autumnal setting 
which will give the show its name, 
“Autumn Salon.” 

The entire ballroom floor of the 
hotel will be transformed to create 
a harvest-time atmosphere. On the 
stage a huge horn-of-plenty will 
provide a setting for Jack Marsh- 
ard and his orchestra. 

Various 1940 model General Mo- 
tors cars—Chevrolet, Pontiac, Olds- 
mobile, Buick, LaSalle and Cadillac 
—will hold the spotlight. In addi- 
tion to the 39 new motor cars dis- 
played, exhibits will be offered by 
Fisher Body, Frigidaire, Delco Ap- 
pliance, Ternstedt, Diesel Engine 
and other General Motors divisions. 

Of particular interest will be a 
series of new animated exhibits 
from General Motors research lab- 
oratories, dealing with the subject 
of “friction” as the friend or foe 
of the motorist, and a special ex- 
hibit by Guide Lamp division fea- 
turing the merit of the new Sealed 
Beam headlamps with which all 
Motors cars are 


Fisher Body’s display will show 
recent advances in body construc- 
tion and new comfort features. 

The show will open at noon on 
Saturday, Oct. 14, and will be 
open daily thereafter from 10 a. m. 


is midnight through Sunday, Oct. 


|be a display of the latest fashions 
in clothes, jewels and furs in spe- 
cial settings featuring 1940 Ford, 
Mercury and Lincoln-Zephyr cars. 


Massive white backgrounds of 
classic abstractions are to be 
erected at the north end of the 
ballroom where Manhattan models 
will parade three times daily to 
display gowns and wraps selected 
from New York stores. In ad- 
dition to the fashion shows, a 
series of fashion tableaux has been 
designed. 


The Lincoln-Zephyr Continental 
cabriolet, an entirely new car in 
the 1940 Lincoln-Zephyr line, is to 
be featured in a special salon at 
the south end of the ballroom. 


Spotlighted atop a white turn- 
table in the center of the ballroom 
will be a Ford deluxe Tudor sedan 
in copper finish. This display key- 
notes the color scheme of the en- 
tire ballroom, which is to be in 
white and copper, with carpeting 
of coral, turquoise and tan. 


The Ford show in the Hotel As- 
tor will run for a week, ending 
Oct. 22. During the same week the 
Ford company also has arranged 
for a special exhibit of its various 
—— ee , Sanne cars in 

metropolitan 
1710 Seendou. a © 





Stewart Truck Plant 


Sold to Electric Corp. 
BUFFALO, N. Y.—The $500,000 
manufacturing plant of the Stewart 
Motor Corp. has been purchased 
by the Buffalo Niagara Electric 
Corp. and will be used as a service 
building for the company’s fleet of 


trucks and for stora - 
ment and material. oo 


) The building has been vj 

idle since January com an 
Ste wart corporation announced 
that it intended to go out of busi- 
ness and liquidate. Since then, part 
of the machinery and equipment 
which had been used in the manu- 
facture of trucks has been shipped 
to China for similar Purposes. 
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g Used Taxical; 


Ford’s Canadia 
Dealers Preyj, 
Models for jyQuic! 


Cadill 
MONTREAL... ‘With a we tributor 
progress, it is essential » banquet 


business and industria} }; 

country be maintained q® (empl 
efficient basis. For that ; gontaini 
believe members of the py pegistra 
ganization can best Serve bh tun 
needs by making a special." Promo 
this year to do their Part, enbaus 
jobs a little better thane gidelig 
fore,” said R. M. Sale, da! lac S 

Motor 

in an address 


sales manager, Ford 
Canada, Ltd., 

Sale was the chief 5 
meeting of Ford dealers ang work b; 
men from all over the p “of Lot 
They gathered at the Fe pei 


month 
Behin 
of air 


headquarters here to ae 
1940 Ford, Mercury ond ln} - > 
Zephyr cars. “Bie a 
Other speakers incluq 

Millard, advertising managn ates * 
the company’s home offi, $000 cc 
Windsor, Ont.; G. E. Milton bm @ retur 
manager, and E. W. B t 

For C 


tant branch manager. 
McBryde Is Flea 
President of ASV! 





fts i: 
park | 
magazi 
NEW YORK. -- Warren 4) Offerins 
Bryde of San Francisco hg, @ight | 
elected president of the Ame BOXeS- 
Society of Mechanical Eg Pr 
for 1940 by letter ballot of th £2 fillir 
tire membership of 15,000, a, Feat 
ing to announcement here by; eourtes 
Davies, secretary of the soe FEC!P!e! 
Elected vice - presidents, | ayes 
terms expiring in December: ¢hased 
are Kenneth H. Condit and} tain 
cis Hodgkinson of New |. ion . 
Jerome C. Hunsaker of Camm Snsold 
Mass., and K. M. Irwin of B out an 
delphia. Named managers: ~ 
terms expiring December, 1% Resu 
Joseph W. Eshelman of Bim’ 
ham, Ala., Linn Helander of! . Vo, 
hattan, Kansas, and Guy 7.3 R@dio, 
maker of Chicago. The ne ey tre 
ficers will be installed durix pea 
society’s 60th annual meeting: ar. 
held at the Bellevue-Stratfor Satie 
tel, Philadelphia, Dec. 4-8 . 
the first time since 189 th _ . 
annual meeting of the soci _— 


socie 
being held outside of New’ . 


City. 
Early Settlement Seen io 


In Strike at\ standi: 


KENOSHA, Wis.—Hope ¢ ind i 
early settlement of the Nashs teste 
which was called a week ing cor 
Kenosha Local UAW-CI0 of uti 
threw 6,100 Nash workers her Shan ti 
at the body plant in Mim 7.1, 
out of work, was expres qy 
company officials Friday 8° 
tiations on a working & 
were continued. N. J 

Is, 











George J. Grossma 


WHITE PLAINS, N. Y.-S 
Grossman, 77, who manufactur 


G. J. G. automobile here fe 
to 1916, died Oct. 4. Frm® TRI 
of his’ retirement as a0 M© icscuanc 
manufacturer in 1916, the bi Demde 
which he founded, the G. J. ¢ j 
mobile Co., continued until © structi 
manufacture parts for Unité’ curren 
Army trucks. of the 
its ses: 
viding 
With 
® sufficie 
Dishwashe! meas 
- the 
ntrodu 
wee _—— 
* urthe 
Diplomat tor ti 
5 be ab 
Much automotive advert time ; 
is ineffective becaus . the ge 
made dishwater for®" Had 
department, when it 0 a the leg 
be the ambassador of Placed 
stitution. ballot 
If it is CHARA a unemp 
want for the automo) ond ¢ 
advertise, I can put # g celved 
service uncommon tales! Highw 
intelligence, sharpened | erne 
eight years’ creative | dent | 
perience on major a? ~ pre 
accounts. Box 205, A CG _ 
tive News, Detroit. - ven 
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'Viey - 
ickie 
c Re enrac-LeSelle oo and ~ 
i rs, emerging from annua 
rR oquet Tuesday night at Masonic 
life s'femple in Detroit, were handed 
n + cial 4-page rotogravure editions 
reagy gontaining pictures taken during 
Fon gegistration that morning. 
fen Stunt was conceived by Sales 
cial Promotion Manager R. L. Rick- 
i ® enbaugh, both as a convention 
Patti: Sidelight and to push the “Cadil- 
Cre lac Standard” used car roto 
on monthly among dealers. 
j 0 Behind publication was 900 miles 
tof air transport and some speedy 
taker iwork by the Standard Gravure Co. 
and Lof Louisville. Company sent a 
| Drphotographer to cover convention 
rd teereliminaries. His films left De- 
revies Seoit on a chartered plane at 11:30 
d Ling. Tuesday, arriving in Louis- 
yille at 2:45 p.m. Between that 
ded Rtime and 7:20 p.m., prints and 
ager pplates were made, presses run and 
offs 000 copies of the issue loaded on 
On, be @ return plane. 
yant, w . 
For Christmas 
a Special year-end campaign to 
] ush spark plugs as Christmas 
Cele fts is announced by Champion 
A park Plug Co. Backed by national 
SY ePivazine advertising, company is 
on }) Offering its dealers sets of six and 
> has» @ight plugs each in gay holiday 
boxes. Window trim and posters 
. promoting the idea are included 
of th, £m filling orders. 
Feature of the gift package is a 
re by gourtesy installation card. The 
wu, recipient can thus have the plugs 
" ““ {nstalled free of charge at the serv- 
nts, ice station where they were pur- 
mber,! ghased. All Christmas cartons con- 
and: gain plugs in the standard Cham- 
ew pion boxes and wrappings so that 
Camb pnsold merchandise can be broken 
oy out and returned to stock. 
rs, ' 


tn Results 
» Vol. 1, No. 1 of “Results from 
: Radio,” first of a series of indus- 


National Assn. of Broadcasters’ 
‘ bureau of radio advertising has 
; been sent to all member stations. 
Initial study, designed as a local 
. Sales and promotion aid, is on de- 
partment stores and deals specifi- 
+ cally with the success of the Rike- 
Kumler Co., Dayton, O. 


Flickers 

First annual selections of out- 
standing commercial film produc- 
tions is announced by Business 
Screen magazine. Pictures were 
selected by the magazine's review- 
ing committee from the standpoint 
of utility and circulation rather 
_ than technique. 
- Included were “Men Make Steel,” 
’U. S. Steel’s all-color theatrical 


N. J. State Bond 
Issue for Roads 


Is Pigeon-Holed 


TRENTON, N. J.—Proposed 
issuance of $60,000,000 in state 
bonds to finance highway con- 
- Btruction is reported dead for the 
' Current year as a result of failure 
of the state legislature to act at 
its session here Oct. 2 on a bill pro- 
viding for a statewide referendum. 

With sponsors unable to muster 
sufficient support for passage, the 
measure was not brought to a vote 
in the assembly, where it had been 
introduced some time ago by As- 
Pinblyman J. Stanley Herbert. 
t p wrther efforts to line up backing 

- the proposal were expected to 
- abandoned, due to insufficient 
oe to place the referendum on 
he general election ballot. 





a# 
out Lae the highway issue passed | 
gs! -2e legislature, it would have been | 


Placed on the November election 


pallot together with a $21,000,000 
bond ployment relief financing 
a Proposal which previously re- 
e — legislative approval. State 
or Commissioner E. Donald 
oo : led the unsuccessful move- 
. tor the highway bonds, but 
by 2 posed program was opposed 
oo ew Jersey Highway Users’ | 
ae as well as various tax- 
v<ts 6organizations. 


th Dimension 


The News of Automotive Advertising 


By Pete Wembhoff 





short, the prize-winning safety 
picture; “Knights of the High- 
way,” produced for Chevrolet, and 
“Inside the Flame,” the technicolor 
film on carbon black, produced for 
Godfrey L. Cabot, Inc. 

List of sponsors in the field 
named for meritorious service was 
headed by the American Can Co. 
and included General Motors, 
Chrysler, Johns-Manville and In- 
ternational Harvester. 


Visio 

Believed to be first time indus- 
trial films have been shown on 
western television, the Don Lee 
Television System last week in 
Hollywood aired three spools of a 
General Motors flicker. 

Video-sound show was fed to 
Southern California’s 600 telere- 
ceivers through the W6XAO trans- 
mitter located in the Cadillac-La- 
Salle-Oldsmobile building, Holly- 





wood. Without cutting, the tape 
clicked over the airlanes for an 
hour and was received with ex- 
cellent definition by “lookers.” 

Subjects included methods 
safe automobile operation in town 
and country; development of the 
diesel engine; and sequences show- 
ing GM men, methods and materi- 
als. Additional film of the same 
type will be used in future, in pref- 
erence to 16mm types. 


Elected 


Charles McDonough, admanager 
of Combustion Engineering Co., 
has been elected president of Na- 
tional Industrial Advertisers’ Assn., 
succeeding Stanley A. Knisely, ad- 
rector for Republic Steel Corp. 

Vice-presidents are Richard P. 
Dodds, Truscon Steel Co., Youngs- 
town, O.; William D. Murphy, 
Sloan Valve Co., Chicago; Herbert 
V. Mercready, Magnus Chemical 
Co., Garwood, N. J.; E. J. Goes, 
Koering Co., Milwaukee; Terry 
Mitchell, Frick Co., Waynesboro, 
Pa., and H. S. Van Scoyoc, Canada 
Cement Co., Ltd., Montreal. Ralph 
Louis Towne, Surface Combustion 
Corp., Toledo, was named secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


Se 
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ee 
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Federal’s Distinctive Heavy-Duty Design 


- 


Federal Standard %-Ton Package Delivery, $1095 


oT 


of | 
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pats has been manufacturing motor 
trucks exclusively since 1910. Fittingly 
marking its 30th birthday year, the 1940 line 
is the most complete, most efficiently engi- 
neered and constructed—and most economi- 
cally priced—that Federal has ever offered. 


Now, with the new “All-Truck” *4-ton mod- 
els, plus a complete heavy-duty line up to 
8-ton capacity, Federal dealers are in on 
every deal above the passenger car type of 
truck. There is now a Federal designed to 
fit every job—better. And all built by a 
company which over thirty years has well 
earned a world-wide reputation for sound 
and thorough ¢ruck engineering. 


Boston Dealers Will Stage 
‘Open House’ Oct 14 to 21 


BOSTON. — Automobile dealers 
in metropolitan Boston, which 
comprises Boston and more than 
20 adjoining cities and towns with 
a population of about 2,000,000, 
will stage an “Open House” auto- 
mobile show Oct. 14-21. 

At a meeting of 50 distributors, 
dealers, zone managers of motor 
companies, tire, oil and accessory 
groups, funds were pledged to put 
on an exhibition in individual 
showrooms. The Boston newspapers 
will get out show issues just as 
when they had regular shows in 
Mechanics building each year. It 
is expected about 200 dealers will 
participate in the “Open House.” 

A program was outlined by a 
committee that calls for proclama- 
tions by Gov. Leverett Saltonstall 
and Mayor Maurice J. Tobin, of 
Boston. There will be red flares 
outside all showrooms each night. 
Big placards will be on windows. 
Other placards will be carried on 
the sides of cars and trucks. There 
are to be parades with one car of 


each make, and some _ ancient 
models in between, with young 
women driving, headed by a 
sound truck, which will travel 
through the territory. 

Frank A. Goodwin, motor vehicle 
registrar, will broadcast safety 
talks, and other prominent men 
will also be heard on the air. 
Other events are under considera- 
tion to create news during the 
week. The week will be somewhat 
like the Washington’s Birthday 
“Open House” event which brings 
thousands to showrooms that day, 
and which has been very success- 
ful for more than 25 years. Show- 
rooms will be decorated, sound 
automotive films will be run off, 
and musical programs will be 
featured by some dealers. 

This plan was decided upon 
after much discussion on a show. 
It was felt results would be bet- 
ter as all salesmen would be in 
their own places instead of being 
split up with half at a show. 
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Efficiency in 
construction 
imum loads 
ability that 


every job at 


prices and the most lib- 
eral discounts in the 
industry. Some desirable 
territories are still open. 
Write or wire the factory 
for all franchise details. 





Federal Standard %-Ton Panel Delivery 


truck engineering and quality 
mean the stamina to carry max- 
on every kind of job; depend- 
keeps trucks out of the repair 


shop; low operating and maintenance cost; 
long life—and an eye-compelling, modern 
beauty of line that helps you sell. 


Federal dealers have the right truck for 


competitive .*icere 


vd9 


and up F. O. B. Detroit 
All Taxes Extra* 


FEDERAL MOTOR TRUCK COMPANY e DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Leaders in Commercial Transportation for 30 Years 


CAPACITIES 4% TO 8 TON 
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Senator Truman 


To Address ATA 
Conclave Oct. 23 


WASHINGTON.—Senator Harry 
S. Truman, of Missouri, expert on 
transportation legislation, and 
Major-General Stanley Ford, com- 
mander of the Army’s sixth corps 
area, have accepted invitations to 
address the annual convention of 
the American Trucking Assns. at 
Chicago, Oct. 23-25. 

Speaking on Oct. 23, Truman 
will open the convention. Gen. 
Ford is scheduled to speak Oct. 24. 

Other speakers include Clyde B. 
Aitchison, interstate commerce 
commissioner; James S. Arnold, 
investment banker of New York, 
and Ray ‘Tucker, Washington 
newspaper correspondent. 

Truman, long a student of trans- 
portation problems, is co-author of 
S. 2009, the omnibus transportation 
bill now pending in _ congress, 
which is expected to be acted on 
early in the 1940 session. He is a 
firm believer in the establishment 
by this country of a sound national 
transportation policy and has tried 
to incorporate in the pending 
measure the essential features of 
such a policy. He will discuss the 
legislation before the ATA gather- 
ing, with particular emphasis on 
its effect on motor carriers. 

Gen. Ford will speak on the 
part the motor carrier industry 
may be expected to play in a na- 
tional emergency. Preliminary mo- 
bilization moves are already under 
way with ATA officials, co-operat- 
ing with the U. S. war department. 


Pittsburgh Plate’s 


Volume on Upturn 


PITTSBURGH.—Business of the 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. con- 
tinues above the levels of a year 
ago, H. S. Wherrett, president of 
the company, said last week in his 
quarterly message to stockholders. 

“It is too early to gauge,” he 
said, “what effect, if any, that 
foreign hostilities may have on 
our future business, but modest 
gains over a year ago should con- 
tinue through the remainder of 
1939. 

“Orders incident to the introduc- 
tion of the 1940 models in the auto- 
mobile industry,” Wherrett con- 
tinued, “have been a _ sustaining 
force in the glass business through 
the third quarter. It is significant 
that at least 85 percent of the new 
cars are being equipped with the 
new Hi-Test safety glass, a prod- 
uct which the Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Co. had an important part in 
developing.” 
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NEW “METEOR” 


STARS TOUGH NICKEL STEELS 


— 


The tough Nickel alloy steels 
which play such important roles in 
automotive construction have been 
impressed into related transporta- 
tion fields. This adaption is il- 
lustrated by the “Silver Meteor”, 
a new stainless steel streamlined 
train. This all-coach deluxe train 
operates on a 26% hour schedule 
between New York and Miami 
over the Seaboard Railway. For 
motive power, this luxury train is 
equipped with a Diesel locomotive 
using two 1,000 H.P. engines built 
by Electro-Motive Corp., a sub- 
sidiary of General Motors. Nickel 
alloys are widely used in con- 
structing these powerful Diesels. 
For example, parts such as driving 
gears, connecting rod forks, engine 
bolts and studs, and miscellaneous 
shafting, all are made from Nicke!l- 
chromium steels. In addition, hign 
strength castings such as cylinae: 
heads and liners, and blower ti: 

ing gears are 
from Nickel- 
chromium cast 
irons. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York. N.Y. 
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New Commercial Car Registrations, All States for Aug., 1939.) 


kk City area by Sherlock & Arnold 






— supplied by R. L. Polk & Co, New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New Yor 
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 DETROIT.—Seven series of 1940 


—tomobile models — two LaSalles 
4 ~ Cadillacs—-were an- 
nced Saturday as Cadillac Mo- 

% Car division entered its thirty- 


r. 
__ fighth yea 


(i Jn general, 
gnger, with 


the latest cars are 
increased passenger 
m over a year ago. Other 
@atures include improved per- 
easier and safer con- 
lower streamlined design, 
cushions and spring suspen- 


—~‘Two series have been added to 
"be five built by Cadillac during 
fe 1939 model season. These, the 
*gSalle Special and _ Fleetwood 
—~feventy-two, give the General Mo- 
ors unit its most comprehensive 
ad through the medium and 

er price ranges. 
“~The LaSalles have frontal re- 
lgmblance, although entirely dif- 
— rent passenger compartments. 
ain a narrow radiator, center- 
dece in a three-part chromium 
jadiator grille, dominates the long, 
apering hood and high-crowned 
;gnders. Headlamps are fender- 
gounted. Bodies of each series 


—arries the curving all-steel top, | 


“gt the Special’s lines are more 
—trongly reminiscent of the low- 
tung Cadillac Sixty Special. 
— All Have Relationship 
Min Influence of the Cadillac Sixty 
en also manifests itself in the 


ssuhiggdillacs, which for 1940 will be | 


wilt in one standard and four 


“yaleetwood body series. Except for | 


he Cadillac Sixteen, which is un- 
‘Mphanged in exterior, all Cadillacs 
ave a family appearance relation- 
stip. 
The center radiator grille rounds 
‘yt ‘Vv’, its rugged horizontal lines 
“@ing flanked by vertical chro- 
— ijum-circled stripes on the cat- 
Mealks. Conical headlamps_ are 
__wunted on the side of the hood, 
ywfith parking and directional signal 
ights placed high on the deeply- 
—alanced front fenders. Rear quar- 
“@fs, marked by parabolic trunk 
——mes, afford balance in design. 


™ Series designation in the Cadillac 

—40 lineup are Cadillac Sixty-two, 
"“adillac Sixty Special, Cadillac 
—eventy-two, Cadillac Fleetwood 
w kd Cadillac Sixteen. 


— There are numerous advances in 
Neth chassis and bodies. One in- 
__®vation on the two LaSalles and 
, <o@0 lowest priced Cadillacs is 

ptional upholstery fabrics which 
es year will be accompanied by 

*hoices in the shade of the dash 
—anel, control knobs and garnish 

Mouldings. Thus all interior fit- 
__fAents will be in harmony. 


0k New type seat cushion construc- 
_ion, directional turn indicators 
wid clear-vision safety glass are 
__lighlighted. More economical 
ayeeration, easier shifting, larger 
@herators, sturdier clutches and 
ymnser rear springs are some of 
‘he claims made for the new cars. 
— Marshall springs form the base 
Canft Cadillac-LaSalle’s new seat 
_-Ushions, topped by a layer of 
»x@am rubber and cotton or wool 
_ ‘adding. Engineers have in this 
reese eee 
Tea 


MIT President 
— To Address SAE 


- Annual Dinner 
_,NEW YORK.—Dr. Karl Taylor 


vieOmpton, president, Massachusetts 
Nstitute of Technology, will ad- 
ess the 1939 annual dinner of the 
lety of Automotive Engineers 


—t the Pennsylvania Hotel, here, 


Wet. 16. 
—jgohn A. C. Warner, secretary 
Wis general manager of the SAE, 


ei that Dr. Compton will drama- 
Wy c = opportunities awaiting 
0 today are building the 
caevorld . tomorrow. 

r. Compton became president 
— ze the Massachusetts Institute of 
af maeay in 1930, and prior to 
_ Was research professor and 
hysicn of the department of 

0 Sice at Princeton University. 
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'fadillac-LaSalle Widens °40 Line with 2 New Series 


More Room and Comfort 


Featured in 47 Body Types 


manner been able to obtain the 
softness of newly perfected foam 
rubber without sacrificing the ven- 
tilation qualities of former ma- 
terials, it is said. 

The new clear-vision glass is 
used on both windshields and body 
windows and eliminates distortion, 
it is claimed. In addition, there is 
said to be no possibility of loose 
fragments when the glass is shat- 
tered. 


Control for Cadillac’s directional 
turn indicator is located on the 
steering wheel. An _ unobstructive 
lever, drawn upward or downward, 
dependent on the direction of the 
turn, starts in operation a flasher 
signal in both the front and rear 
parking lamps. These lamps have 
been so designed that the beams 
are visible from all angles. 


Refinement Is Noted 

Several refinements are involved 
in reduced operating expense that 
ailmounts to a 10 to 15 percent sav- 
ing. it is claimed. Of prime im- 
portance is a _ special automatic 
spark advance controlled by pres- 
sures in the intake manifold. A 
vacuum metering system on the 
carburetor also permits a leaner 
mixture. Accelerator pump _ jets 
have been re-designed to give more 
direct passage for fuel. These 
changes have served to effect more 
complete fuel combustion and fur- 
ther to assure instantaneous 
throttle response. 


New generators were prompted 
by the increased demands of mod- 
ern accessories. They reach peak 
output at as low as 27 miles per 
hour. Increased cooling, current 
control, voltage regulator and 
glass-encased armature windings 
are some of the highspots making 
possible the improvement, it is 
said. 


Special spring steel, divided into 
segments, acts as a cushion in 
clutch disc engagements. Weight 
has been reduced, facilitating gear 
shifting. 

Resistance Is Reduced 

Although the transmission con- 
trol retains the main design 
features that place the lever on 
the steering column, a _ reduction 
in shift resistance has been ac- 
complished by Cadillac-LaSalle en- 
gineers. 

Longer rear leaf springs are the 
newest development in Cadillac- 
LaSalle’s “controlled action ride” 
pioneered by the company a year 
ago. Cross-link stabilizers are in- 
troduced both at the front and 
rear on the two LaSalles and the 
Cadillac Sixty-two to reduce axle 
hop and body shake on rough 
roads. 

All 1940 Cadillac and LaSalle 
models will carry the Sealed 
Beam headlamps. 

Frames are heavier, and in the 
LaSalle Special and Cadillac Sixty- 
two the dash, toe and floor boards 
are welded into a single piece, 
adding to insulation and rigidity 
of front compartments. Front-end 
suspension refinements in the 
LaSalles and Cadillac Sixty-two 
create not only greater riding 
comfort but are said to improve 
steering as well. The Cadillac 
Seventy-two series offers an en- 
closed ball-bearing worm and nut 
gear, which accounts for appreci- 
able reduction in steering friction, 
it is said. 

List 47 Body Types 

Fundamentally, no change has 
been made in the V-8 engines that 
will again power all series save the 
Sixteen. Cadillac motors are more 
powerful than the LaSalle’s, due 
to greater weight of the Cadillacs. 

The complete line will include 
47 body types, listing the optional 
sliding panel roof on three of the 
sedans. Convertible models will be 
available in the LaSalle and Fleet- 
wood series, with the LaSalle Spe- 
cial and Cadillac Sixty-two being 
produced in the sedan and coupe. 
Running boards are again optional 


on all series except the Fleet- 
woods, where only the Cadillac 
Sixty Special is built without 
boards. 


Cadillac and LaSalle for 1940... 


15 














NEW TO THE CADILLAC FLEETWOOD line for 1940 is th is new Series Seventy-two. 





190 CADILLAC SIXTY-TWO illustrates the trend of the models toward roomier, lower bodies. 


Eight New Members 
Announced by MEMA 


NEW YORK.—According to A. 
H. Eichholz, general manager, Mo- 
tor and Equipment Manufacturers 
Assn., eight more manufacturers 
of automotive products have be- 


come affiliated with the MEMA 
either as members or credit sub- 
scribers. 

The following are the names of 
the companies not previously 
listed: The Air-Flo Corp., Boston, 
Mass.; Dover Stamping & Mfg. 
Co., Cambridge, Mass.; Fleming 


Mfg. Co., East Providence, R. I; 
Hunter-Hartman:Corp., St. Louis, 
Mo.; Standard Motor Products, 
Inc., Long Island City, N. Y.; S. 
G. Taylor Chain Co., Hammond, 
Ind.; Tobin-Arp Mfg. Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.; Wilkening Mfg. Co., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Dutput Pace Quickens; Week’s Total Set at 73, 87 6 





Passenger Car Registrations 
Eight Months, 1939-1938 



















TATY Aug. 
Total Ang. 1939 19388 Unit 
1989 Pos. 1939 Pos. 

Be cccayensvanxee 40,666 1 424,657 1 

le 36,933 2 336,758 2 

BR csosnsns one-one 25,198 3 254,651 3 
aes: 12,798 4 139,313 69,689 5 69,624 
| aie pony e eee 10,688 5 134,819 103,336 4 31,483 
Ss cu yadoveaneaed 7,978 7 102,159 63,464 6 38,695 
TM 5 overtone sees 8,480 6 93,278 60,442 7 32,836 
debaker sp ban patios 7,818 8 51,143 23,550 12 27,593 
BE cipunenaina 5,028 10 48,555 32,042 9 16513 
BD pic snvesvecieges oe 2 ee kee = Cti«séCecs 
Bb cess 5010 11 38671 11 24,286 11 14,385 
ee, 3,362 13 36,376 12 22613 13 13,763 
Sa sass 3,015 14 33,387 18 26,953 10 6,434 
er 4,541 .12 32,096 14 32810 8 714* 
illac-LaSalle .......- 2,395 15 23,345 15 16409 14 6,936 
Faas cn a AKR 1,491 16 13,557 16 11,940 15 1,617 
-Overland .....--- 1,038 17 8,004 17 9,053 16 1,049* 
aig ae 344 18 3,185 18 3,000 17 185 
pmobile 75 19 816 19 ee uae 
cellaneous ....+---++- 440 2,236 1,017 1,219 
OR 8 Ce vundinsatvten 182,633 1,821,043 1,250,878 570,170 






. Car Sales 


ee 


Hit 182,633; 


= Trucks Total 43,523 Units 


" DETROIT.—New passenger car! 043, for a 45.58 percent increase 


istrations in the United States 
August aggregated 182, 633, ac- 


ding to final tabulations re- 
a last week by R. L. Polk & 


nis mark is 42.70 percent great- 
than the 127,954 registrations in 
st, 1938, but 20.35 percent 
wer the total of 229,308 recorded 
w July of this year. 

he August returns bring the 
stration total for the first 
t months of the year to 1,821,- 


= Inspection 
— Tests Planned 


-  InSan Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex. — Accord- 

to plans sponsored by the San 

tonio safety commission, and 

ported by the city commission, 

torists will be required to have 

ir cars checked for safe opera- 

” , and will be required to have 

——@cessary repairs made to insure 

Nevgafe operation, it was announced 
e last week. 

Newk-An ordinance covering these re- 














ore the commission for action 
orth OF en ready. 

7 According to terms of the or- 
——tinance, motorists (there are ap- 
Nerttjpoximately 67,000 in the county 
___W#ho would be affected) would be 
f€quired to have their cars checked 
_mice every six months, for which 
0b fee of 50 cents would be charged. 
re frequent checks would be 

e without charge. 
The inspection would cover 
dlamps, brakes, windshield wip- 
, Steering gears, stop lights and 
__ Wheel alignments. The general 
Bi BOndition of the tires and motor 
would also be covered in the in- 





















over the same period of last year 
when registrations reached only 
1,250,873. 

Truck registrations in August 
totaled 43,523. This represents a 
gain of 27.14 percent over August, 
1938, registrations of 34,231. It is 
2.74 percent under the 44,747 reg- 
istrations of July of this year, 
however. 

The August registrations bring 
the eight-month truck total for 
1939 to 337,096, a gain of 27.79 per- 
cent over the first eight months of 
1938. 


Traffic Toll Off 9% 


WASHINGTON. — Motor vehicle fa- 
talities in 142 major cities during the 
first 38 weeks of 1939 totaled 5,226 
compared with 5,741 for 1938, a de- 
crease of 9 percent, according to the 
U. S. bureau of the census. Deaths 
caused by motor vehicles in the 142 
cities during the week ended Sept. 23, 
totaled 166, or seven more than in the 
corresponding week of last year. 


19388 Pos. Gain 
1 313,092 111,565 
; 173008 sons outh and Chevrolet, the industry’s 
4 
5 
6 
7 
x 
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GM’s Production 


Rises Sharply as 


Chevrolet Starts 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Associate Editor 
DETROIT.—Led by Ford, Plym- 


“big three” producers, oo. aan 
of cars an 
Automotive News’ trucks took an: 
Production Estimate other spurt last 
week to 73,876 
units. 

The week’s 
total compares 
with 61,734 cars 
and trucks in 
the previous 
week and more 
than doubled 
the output of 
the comparable 
week in 1938, 
when only 32,- 
866 units were 
assembled. 


Resumption of 
final assemblies 
by Chevrolet 
last week left 
only two manu- 
facturers not 
turning out 1940 
models. A third, 
Nash, was closed 
last week be- 
cause of labor 
difficulties but 
is expected to 
resume shortly. 

Topped by 
Chevrolet’s pro- 
duction, the 
General Motors 
group total rose 
sharply to 24,226 vehicles last week. 
This contrasts with 18,990 units in 
the previous week and 16,305 in the 
corresponding period of last year. 
All GM divisions were operating on 
a five-day week. 


Ford continued to boost opera- 





| tions last week, the result being a 


total of 15,100 cars and trucks, as 
against 8,795 units in the previous 
week and only 143 in the same pe- 
riod of 1938. Output of both Mer- 
cury and Lincoln-Zephyr are in- 
cluded in these totals. 


The Chrysler group was esti- 
mated at 21,100 cars and trucks 





AN’s Production Estimate 


WEEKS ENDED OCT. 7, SEPT. 30 


(U. S. and Canada Only) 
Jan.1 Jan.1 
Week Same Week Sept. to to 
Ended Week Ended 1939 Oct.8, Oct. 7, 
Oct.7 1988 Sept.30 Revised 1938 1939 
GEN. MOTORS ....... 24,226 16,305 18,990 58,065 650,522 985,604 
Chevrolet? .......... 9,000 7,768 5,400 9,400 446,969 599,810 
re 6,326 4,676 5,411 17,441 108,118 156,926 
OD. oer cecveecie 8,900 2,044 8,854 13,854 47,825 107,934 
Oldsmobile .......... 4,000 1,196 8,525 10,720 $9,058 97,659 
Cad.-LaSalle 1,000 621 800 1,650 18,552 
PE 500 osaccveuneiws 15,100 355 8,795 16,865 448,208 649,582 
_. ee 13,500 148 7,500 18,650 429,793 569,407 
ae 1,400 ee 1,120 SSS scene 63,500 
Lincoln-Zephyr ..... 200 212 175 385 18,410 16,675 
CHRYSLER ........... 21,100 8,189 19,440 61,265 328,934 599,002 
Plymouth+ .......... 11,000 6,460 10,500 34,850 189,638 301,770 
PEE, vc vcvcwcsuvss 6,200 980 5,400 17,650 82,484 194,071 
Chrysler ............ 2,200 434 1,990 4,990 $3,112 59,011 
BPD OED bktenscsecivus 1,700 265 1,550 3,775 23,700 44,150 
STUDEBAKER? 2,700 2,053 2,652 9,736 31,463 78,871 
HUDSON? ............ 3,100 1,300 2,944 10,687 31,843 51,609 
eee ons $ 1,953 6,208 19,291 49,828 
PACKARD ............ 1,504 2,610 8,925 36,153 44,937 
WILLYS-OVERLAND+ a5. $ 1,150 2,405 9,117 12,621 
GRAHAM ............ £ ¢ £ ¢ 1,849 3,289 
BANTAM? ............ 50 60 + 50 2,957 2,452 
HUPMOBILE ........ + + ¢ t 265 71710 
MISCELLANEOUS ... 3,750 3,150 8,200 11,200 130,827 189,436 


ROEAES . oe ccccseoses 73,876 32 


61,734 179,906 1,685,564 2,668,091 


5866 
*Revised. tIncludes trucks. tClosed. §Trucks only. 


last week, which compares with 
19,440 units in the previous week 
and 8,139 vehicles in the same 
week of last year. All Chrysler di- 
visions, like General Motors and 
Ford, are operating on a five-day 
work-week. 

Hudson’s increased operations 
led the independent producers last 
week, while Studebaker, Packard, 
Willys-Overland and Bantam con- 
tinued to hold to previous rates. 


Ga. Court Considering 
Chain Store Tax Appeal 


ATLANTA—\The Georgia su- 
preme court has taken under ad- 
visement the appeal of several 
groups of chain stores seeking to 
enjoin the city of Columbus from 
enforcing an ordinance levying 
special taxes on the chains. 

The crdinance calls for a levy at 
the ra:* of $1,200 per store on 
chains uaving more than 400 units 
in their systems. Chain stores con- 





Plant Activity 


Bantam....resumes; 50, three days 
Buick.......... rise; 6,326, five days 


Cad.-LaSalle...rise; 1,000, five days 
Chevrolet...... rise; 9,000, five days 
Chrysler....... rise; 2,200, five days 
De Soto....... rise; 1,700, five days 
Dodge......... rise; 6,200, five days 
_, eee rise; 13,500, five days 
MEE. 2.6 ssi e6n.veeseeeneens closed 
Hudson........ rise; 3,100, five days 
ME 66:0 500 ts daneceemres edn closed 
Lincoln...... steady; 200, five days 
EG aentevecevagewn closed by strike 
UT eREEee rise; 4,000, five days 
Packard....steady; 2,600, five days 


Plymouth. .steady; 11,000, five days 
Pontiac. .... steady; 3,900, five days 
Studebaker .steady; 2,700, five days 
Willys.... .-rise; 1,250, five days 





tend this amounts to double taxa- 
tion, since the state already levies 
a@ special chain store tax. 





New Commercial Car Registrations by Months, 1939-1938 
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ee 38] 130] 64| 10338] 357| 477 aS 118| 9304) 1777| 103} 
February 134| 98] 12007| 308 = 79| 9224 2218| 44 
ae _"38)_ 96) 57 350 | B67 |_110) 7863] 1424) 81 
March 39 150 see) ae 333} 13) ats a3 1 x2] ise8| 23 2772) +39 
____ 384110 12598| 395 3752! 138] 10175] 2010] 79 

April 2 149| 139[ 16748; 518 155] 4755) 152| 11849) 3243| 53) 
- "38) 119) 127| 12061] 421] 163] 3678] 136] 9598] 1943] _ 80! 
May ~~ 939) 184] 177| 15899] 427/ 160| 5185; 173| “AT06| j Seas 44) 1 
"38}_ 193) 159] 10918] 37: ‘a 156] 3252) 95] 9117| 1853] _68/ 
June 3B | 162] 177] 14049] 40 10) Ss | 2 10606] 2740 yal 

235] 116] 10034) 3095 8510) 1762 
July 3 300] 170) 15432 ae 2 117| 9425| 1675 
8 129} 99) 11225) 382] 177 3096 i 9425] 1675 a 
August a 185, 146| 14327, 449|, 84 4709 12090 3031 

= ____ "38 88]_111] 11268} 397) 96) 3286 9471 é 
Total to *39| 1407| 1202|118642| 3316, 982|36328 1008 ses 2273 345 
Date ’38/ 1100) 819) 87616) 3020) 881/26121 14353] 606 
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Perpetual Control, Modern 


Plant Aid Wyoming Dealer 


By James R. Lowell 
Staff Correspondent 

CHEYENNE, Wyo.—Mainte- 
nance of a modern and attractive 
plant and expert selling force, con- 
sistent advertising, thorough re- 
conditioning and a perpetual used 
car control, are given by A. V. 
Tyrrell, president of the Tyrrell 
Chevrolet Co. here as_ prime 
reasons for his company’s record 
used car sales this year. 

The firm has averaged a 25-day 
turnover on used cars, selling an 
average of 27 used cars a month 
and maintaining an average used 
car inventory of 25 cars. During 
this same period new car sales 
have averaged 21 per month. Last 
year he sold 19 new cars per month 
with an average monthly used car 
inventory of 22 vehicles. 

The Tyrrell plant is patterned 
along lines of a super-service sta- 
tion, with complete departmentali- 
zation of service operations and 
additional space for new and used 
car display, parts, accessories dis- 
play and offices. A big used car lot 
is situated on one of the main 
thoroughfares of the city. 

Five salesmen, including the 
used car manager, devote their 
time exclusively to used cars, while 
in addition there are six new car 
salesmen and a manager. When 
used car stocks get too big, the 
new car salesmen give a hand on 
used car selling. Very careful at- 
tention is given by Tyrrell to sales 
personnel, with salesmen being se- 
lected on the basis of experience, 
personality and local sphere of ac- 
quaintance. Loyalty is a prerequi- 
site, and to merit this loyalty 
Tyrrell adheres to a policy of fair 
dealing and good pay. 

Quota drives and special con- 
tests are used from time to time 
to spur sales and pep up the men. 
For example, this past summer 
Tyrrell offered to take the entire 
sales force on a fishing trip to the 


GMC Truck Sales 
Top °38 by 129% 


PONTIAC.—Truck sales to con- 
sumers in the United States by 
General Motors Truck & Coach 
during the second 10-day period of 
September were 129 percent better 
than the corresponding period of 
September, 1938, it was announced 
by J. P. Little, sales vice-president. 

The accumulated sales for the 
first eight months of 1939—includ- 
ing the first 20 days of September 
—were 61 percent better than for 
the same period of 1938, Little 
pointed out. 








New York Has Much to Offer 


AUTO 
SHOW 


Opens on Oct. 15th 


World’s Fair—closes October 31st 

Smart Shops—newest of everything 

Theatres—many “hit” shows 

Concerts—world-famous artists 

Cafe Lounge and Snack Bar at 
the Savoy-Plaza offers sparkling 
entertainment 


Every hour you spend at the 
Savoy-Plaza, overlooking 
Central Park, will prove the 
wisdom of selecting this dis- 


tinguished New York hotel, 


Henry A. Rost, Maraging Director 
George Suter, Resident Manager 


SAVOY-PLAZA 


FIFTH AVENUE e 58th TO 59th STREETS 
Leen ee aed 


Jackson Hole country in north- 
western Wyoming, famous for its 
excellent trout fishing. Each sales- 
man surpassed the quota given 
him. 

No one in the Cheyenne area is 
allowed to forget that Tyrrell’s 
have used cars for sale. Factory 
prepared literature is mailed regu- 
larly to customers and the pros- 
pect list. Signboards are main- 
tained not only in Cheyenne but 
for 100 miles each way from the city 
on the main north-south highway, 
and for 250 miles each way on the 
Lincoln highway (U.S. 30) which 
runs east and west. These signs 
deal largely with service opera- 
tions but they help keep the Tyr- 
rell name before the public and 
hence aid used car sales. 

Used cars are featured daily in 
the local newspapers, in addition 
to service department ads twice a 
week and frequent new car 
spreads. The latter ads also fre- 
quently tie in with used car mer- 
chandising. 


Full Price Is Shown 

The full price is advertised on 
used cars, and safety, thorough 
conditioning, fair prices and the 
integrity of the dealer behind 
them, are the points featured in 
used car advertising. 

Institutional advertising is no 
small part of the Tyrrell program. 
For example, a four-column ad run 
just recently, at the time when 
Cheyenne school children were 
getting back in the harness, was 
captioned: “An open letter to 
drivers in the interest of school 
children’s safety.” A foreword, 
signed by Mr. Tyrrell, preceded 
the specific letter to drivers ask- 
ing them to be careful and using a 
human interest theme. 

Incidentally, the pertinent char- 
acter of this ad caused the news- 
paper editors to call attention to it 
in regular news stories. 

The Tyrrell shop has been ar- 
ranged with an eye to efficient and 
complete reconditioning of used 
cars. A steam line makes it an 
easy matter to clean the motor, 
while in the same shop is an air- 
spray gun to speed up painting 
of the motor. A special glass- 
cutting machine has been pur- 
chased to facilitate replacing of 
any cracked or broken windows. 
The paint shop has the latest 
equipment, and a vacuum line is 
used to thoroughly clean out the 
car interior and_ upholstering. 
Spots are removed and rips re- 
paired. 

Held First Essential 

“We have found that meticulous 
care given to reconditioning is the 
first essential in selling the later 
model jobs at a fair price,” the 
Cheyenne dealer declared. “Modern 
equipment efficiently arranged 
speeds up the reconditioning op- 
eration, and the few dollars it 
takes to do a thorough job is more 
than repaid in the shorter time in 
which these jobs remain in stock. 
It also serves to build up a reputa- 
tion, for after all most folks who 
buy a used car take just as much 
pride in ownership as does the new 
car purchaser.” 

In the sales manager’s office is 


a perpetual used car control board 
which tells at a glance the used 
car status for the day. Models and 
makes are designated in columns 
on the board, and in these columns 
a green figure shows the number 
of used cars on hand that have 
been in stock under 30 days. 
Yellow figures are used for 30 to 
60 days. After 60 days the car goes 
into a cut price or “must sell” 
column. Blue is used to indicate 
total sales by models in another 
series of columns, so that salesmen 
and executives will know at a 
glance just what models are mov- 
ing best. 


London Shows Cancelled 


DETROIT.—Word comes from the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders of London, England, that the 
annual British motor show and the 
commercial motor transport exhibition 
scheduled for Oct. 12-21 and Nov. 2-11, 
respectively, have been abandoned 
owing to war. 
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week in Detroit for the first in 3 ontle 
the new 1910 Nash cars. One of the inte 
was the new accessory display shown in 
complete line of the new Nash accessories, 


5s throughout the Detroit area met last 


wide series of mechanical schools on 
resting exhibits at the Detroit meeting 
the foreground above. It displays a 
and has replaceable artwork to keep 


it strictly ‘‘in season’’ throughout the year. 
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basis of the actual investment 
the dealer has in the car on his 
showroom floor. This would in- 
clude freight or any other costs 
which he had to pay in order to 
get the car to that point. A legit- 
imate markup on these costs is 
in no way a pack. 


“During the past 15 years the 
growing problems of the used car 
market, plus the increases in 
labor costs and other costs of do- 
ing business such as taxation, have 
been steadily mounting. Yet from 
the dealer’s standpoint he is ex- 
pected to operate on the same 
gross margin or less than he oper- 
ated under 15 years ago when the 
used car problem was relatively a 
small one. Elimination of markup 
of freight is another step in this 
direction and for that reason I am 
opposed to it. 

“In every line of merchandising, 
with which I am familiar, there 
is no breakdown of components 
which make up the final sales 
prices, and there seems to be un- 
fairness to the buyer in this prac- 
tice. Competition is bound to hold 
prices at the lowest possible level, 
and an independent merchant 
should be able to base his markup 
according to his costs. In this way 
he will be able to insure himself a 
profit. On the other hand, com- 
petition will force him to keep 
those costs in line with his 
market.” 

* * * 


FEW weeks ago I mentioned a 

rumor, which was afloat, to the 
effect that Ford Motor Co. had 
established a separate company 
through which it would loan 
money to mechanics or salesmen 
with which to start dealerships. 
At that time I stated that the 
rumor was at least premature and 
that there was no immediate rea- 
son for concern among established 
dealers that competition would 
spring up under their noses as the 
result of this new move. I also 
pointed out that the rumor itself 
should not raise too high hopes 
among ambitious salesmen and 
others anxious to go into business. 


I can now state that the plan 
is being operated experimentally 
in four or five points in the 
United States. No separate finan- 
cing company has been organ- 
zed, and the chief purpose of 
the plan is to give Ford sales 
executives a first hand picture of 
the retailing problems. It is 
doubtful that this program will 
ever become more than a labor- 
atory for the Ford sales depart- 
ment. John R. Davis, sales man- 
ager, is @ member of the board 
of directors of each such dealer- 
ship now in operation and the 
establishment of the test outlets 
has been based upon geograph- 
ical and population lines in order 
to gather a general picture of 


the retailing problem and all its 
angles. 
= * * 

I'd like to hang a laurel on Ern- 
est Burwell of Spartansburg, S. C., 
for his success in bringing all 140 
of the members of the South Caro- 
lina Automobile Dealers Assn. to 
the support of the National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn. These are 
times when a strong national or- 
ganization will be needed. Whether 
or not the neutrality act is changed 
and regardless of whether we are 
drawn into war, there seems every 
likelihood that a continuation of 
war in Europe will mean a heavy 
preparedness campaign here. This 
will mean busy factories and re- 
ductions in unemployment, better 
prices and better business. 


But this preparedness cam- 
paign will have to be paid for 
out of federal funds. These funds 
will have to come out of the 
people. This will mean increased 
federal taxes. In turn the auto- 
mobile may once more be called 
upon to pay. To this I do not 
think we will find a dissenting 
vote. The industry, as a whole, 
will be, as it always has in the 
past, willing to do its part. But 
taxmakers like everyone else are 
prone to take the easiest way 
and unless we have a strong na- 
tional organization to offer re- 
sistance we may find ourselves 
saddled with more than our 
share of the load. 


. * * 


I would also like to hand a 
bouquet to Concierge Peterson of 
the Schroeder Hotel at Milwaukee 
for his kindness to a stranger in 
his midst. It’s little things that 
make some people in the world 
look bigger. 
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200 Witnesses to Be Called; 
Hearing May Run 3 Months 
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turned the case was dismissed by 
Federal Judge Ferdinand Geiger 
on the grounds that the prose- 
cuting attorneys had attempted to 
make a “deal” with the accused. 
Geiger’s action was roundly criti- 
cized by the then Attorney General 
Cummings who charged that his 
dismissal of the complaint was a 
direct interference with justice. 
During that entire winter the case 
remained more or less dormant. 

On May 27, 1938, indictments 
were found in the federal court at 
South Bend naming 23 corpora- 
tions and individuals. After wrang- 
ling all summer the case was par- 
tially solved in November, 1938, 
when both Chrysler and Ford 
signed voluntary decrees under 
which they agreed to refrain from 
any and all of the _ practices 
frowned upon by: the department 
of justice. The department was 
quick to point out that in signing 
these decrees neither of the de- 
fendants thereby acknowledged 
any guilt or admitted having used 
objectionable practices in the past. 

A complication then developed 
when 400 independent finance com- 
panies (probably numbering among 
them some who had made the 
original charges) filed a petition 
of amicus curias in opposition to 


Car Sales Drop 
In N. Y. Area But 
Top °38 by 34% 


NEW YORK.—Automobile sales 
in the New York metropolitan 
market, during the week ended 
Sept. 21, dropped 12 percent below 
the total reached during the pre- 
ceding week, but were 34 percent 
higher than sales during the cor- 
responding week of last year. 

New passenger car registrations 
in the metropolitan area during 
the week ended Sept. 21 totaled 
1,854, according to copyrighted fig- 
ures compiled by Sherlock & 
Arnold, Inc. for Greater New 
York and five outside counties. 
This represented a drop of 221 be- 
low the total of the preceding 
week, but was 471 higher than the 
comparable week of last year. 

Total new car registrations in 
the area from the first of the cur- 
rent year to Sept. 21 reached 106,- 
205, representing an increase of 
32,057 or more than 43 percent 
over the corresponding period of 
1938. 


N. J. Fuel Price Display 


Act Held Discriminatory 

TRENTON, N. J.—A _ recently 
enacted state law, forbidding gaso- 
line dealers to exhibit prices ex- 
cept on small pump brackets, was 
attacked in state supreme court 
here last week as an_ invalid 
statute “squeezing independent 
dealers out of the industry.” 

The price advertising restriction 
was assailed by Charles Hershen- 
stein, as counsel for the Regal Oil 
Co., of Elizabeth, which operates 
66 service stations throughout the 
state. Hershenstein charged that 
the act “favors the big companies 
which sell name and not price. 


Suites for 


EXECUTIVES: 


$7.00 single, $8.00 double for 
a two room suite—spacious, 
beautifully furnished and 
equipped with serving pantry 
and refrigeration. No excuse 
for crowding yourself at this 
price. 


The 
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HOTEL 
2 Blocks From Grand Central 
118 E. 40th STREET CAledonia 5-1000 





the consent decrees. They claimed 
that the decrees would affect the 
business interests of the independ- 
ents’ 12,000 employes and 18,000 
stockholders. 

Thurman Arnold, assistant at- 
torney general; Donald Richberg, 
then representing Ford, and Nich- 
olas Kelly for Chrysler, united 
against the petition. Judge Slick 
later over-ruled the objection of 
the independents and the decrees 
have stood since with the pro- 
vision .that self-imposed restraints 
entered into by Ford and Chrysler 
would be voided if the government 
were unsuccessful in its prosecu- 
tion against General Motors. Gen- 
eral Motors had refused to enter 
into a consent decree—electing to 
stand trial. 

In this connection, of course, the 
position of both Chrysler and Ford 
was different from General Mo- 
tors. Ford and Chrysler were op- 
erating through independent fi- 
nance companies on an affiliation 
basis that could readily be dis- 
solved. General Motors, on the 
other hand, operated through a 
wholly-owned subsidiary, the Gen- 
eral Motors Acceptance Corp. Be- 
cause of the widespread impor- 
tance of the present trial it is be- 
ing watched carefully from all 
sides. 

There are many factors that 
enter into its final solution and 
among them, of course, is the ques- 
tion of whether or not an actual 
monopoly existed or exists. Actu- 
ally the three larger companies and 
their finance associates were in 
active competition and there is the 
point of whether or not this ac- 
tive competition was not beneficial 
to the public. All this, of course, 
rests with the court to decide. 

The companies named in the 
present suit are: General Motors 
Corp., General Motors Sales Corp., 
General Motors Acceptance Corp. 
and General Motors Acceptance 
Corp. of Indiana. 

Individual executives who, shall 
we say, have been indicted at 
South Bend include: E. W. Berger, 
George F. Benkhart, M. E. Coyle, 
James D. Dean, Nelson Dezendorf, 
August Friese, R. H. Grant, Roy 
Hill, A. P. Sloan jr., W. E. Holler, 
W. F. Hufstader, H. J. Klingler, W. 
S. Knudsen, Russell Lesher, Ralph 
W. Moore, W. J. Mougey, Art B. 
Purvis (deceased), John J. Schu- 
mann and G. I. Smith. All are 
executives of the corporation or 
one of its divisions or subsidiaries 
named in the indictment. 


Wis. Changes 
License Setup 


MADISON, Wis.—The Wisconsin 
legislature has passed Bill No. 
845, A, which provides for the is- 
suance of a quarterly license for 
trucks and buses operating in the 
state. The new act does not be- 
come effective until Jan. 1, 1940, 
and applies only to licenses cost- 
ing $60 per year or more. It will 
not apply to present operators un- 
til the 1939-40 licenses expire and 
the act will be administered by the 
recently created motor vehicle de- 
partment. : 

Gov. Julius P. Heil has signed 
bills No. 444, A and 957, A. The 
former increases the weight of 
farm trucks which may be licensed 
for $5 from 4,000 pounds net 
weight to 11,000 pounds gross 
weight, while the latter transfers 
the powers, duties and functions of 
the public service commission with 
regard to the regulation and ad- 
ministration of the law relating to 
itinerant truckers to the new mo- 
tor vehicle division. 


Collections Set a 


COLUMBIA, S. C.—Chairman W. G. 
Query, of the South Carolina tax com- 
mission, reports that revenue from the 
state’s six cent per gallon tax on gaso- 
line, collected in September, topped 
any slngte month in the history of the 
state. he collections made in Sep- 
tember aggregated $1,135,542, compared 
with $1,059,039 in September, 1938, or 
an increase of approximately 7.2 per- 
cent. 
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Hydra-Matic Drive Features 
Oldsmobile’s 1940 Offerings 


(Continued from Page 6) 


lights of new design. The bumper 
is flared at the ends for greater 
body protection. 

Fenders of the 1940 Oldsmobiles 
have been treated as an integral 
part of the body design. Fenders 
and sidewall of the hood are one 
piece—the “valley” that once sep- 
arated them is gone completely. 
Nestled in the fender tops are the 
new Sealed Beam safety head- 
lamps introduced this year for the 
first time. 

Deep seats of the divan type 
provide room for three passengers 
in both front and rear. Padded 
arm rests are provided in the rear 
seats as well as front. Seat cush- 
ions are improved. In the Custom 
8 Cruiser they are padded with the 
new foam rubber, which is op- 
tional, too, in the “60” and “70” at 
slight extra cost. 

A departure this year in the club 
coupe models is the full width, 
sedan-type seat in the rear. Actu- 
ally the coupes of all three lines 
this year will accommodate six 
passengers, it is claimed. 


Upholstery Choices 


Upholstery choices include Duo- 
tone cloth and the new Canda 
cloth. Windshields are made of the 
new Hi-Test safety plate glass, 
product of six years of experimen- 
tation. Hi-Test glass is also used in 
the side windows of all sedan 
models. 

Interior hardware has been mod- 
ernized by the use of control knobs 
of Lucite, a new plastic. 

An attractive instrument panel 
has been designed this year for all 
three models. Finished in walnut 
grain, the panel carries the instru- 
ment dials in a long rectangle di- 
rectly in front of the driver’s eyes. 
In the center a grille of vertical 
chrome bars is provided for the 
radio installation. An ash tray at 
the right hand side of the grille 
is convenient for either driver or 
passenger. A generous glove com- 
partment is provided, and an elec- 
tric clock can be installed in the 
compartment door if desired. 


In the Custom 8 Cruiser, a tenite 
steering wheel gives an added 
touch of luxury. The Handi-Shift 
gear control, with a lever directly 
below the steering wheel for gear 
changing, is again used this year 
when Hydra-Matic Drive is not 
desired and permits an_ unob- 
structed front compartment. 

An important detail added to the 
driver’s compartment this year is 
a lock controlling the engine hood. 
With this lock fastened and the 
car doors locked, tampering with 
engine, or theft of battery or horns 
is prevented, it is said. 

Outstanding among chassis fea- 
tures of the 1940 Oldsmobiles jis 
the quadri-coil springing and four- 
way stabilization responsible for 
Olds “rhythmic ride.” Further re- 
fined and improved this season, the 
rhythmic ride has been still bet- 
tered by the increased wheelbase 
length employed, and by new double 


action hydraulic shock absorbers of 
an improved design, it is claimed. 
These now function instantly with 
the slightest spring deflection, con- 
trolling all up and down move- 
ment softly and easily. 

Larger low pressure tires also 
contribute to the new riding ease. 
Tire size on the “70” model is in- 
creased to 16x6.50. In the case of 
the Custom 8 Cruiser, they are 
15x7.00. 


Ample Power Shown 


Ample in power and smooth and 
economical in operation, Oldsmo- 
bile engines reflect the long experi- 
ence of the company—oldest of all 
automobile manufacturers. Though 
the Econo-Master engine of the 
“60” and “70” delivers a full 95 
horsepower, exhaustive tests at the 
General Motors Proving Ground 
show a gasoline mileage closely 
approaching that of engines of 
much lighter cars. In similar tests, 
the 110-horsepower engine of the 
Custom 8 Cruiser likewise showed 
outstanding gasoline economy. 
Contributing to a long life for the 
95-horsepower engine of the “60” 
and “70” and the 110-horsepower 
motor for the Custom 8 Cruiser, 
are full-pressure lubrication, rifle 
drilled connecting rods, and com- 
plete cooling around the entire 
length of each cylinder wall, and 
each valve seat as well. Light- 
weight pistons of electro-hardened 
aluminum, carefully balanced 
crankshafts, and a crankshaft 
vibration damper account largely 
for the smoothness of Oldsmobile 
motors, it is said. 

In addition to hydraulic brakes, 
a mechanical emergency brake is 
— at the lower left of the 
ash. 


Many Models Available 


Dual center-control steering is 
again used for 1940 by Oldsmobile. 
It is claimed by Olds engineers to 
be the most perfect steering sys- 
tem yet designed. 

The following models are avail- 
able in the “60” and “70” series: 
business coupe, club coupe, con- 
vertible coupe, two-door touring 
sedan with trunk, and four-door 
ae sedan with trunk. A sta- 
ion wagon also will i 
in the “60” series. 7 Vee 

The Custom 8 Cruiser is avail- 
able in the club coupe and four- 
door touring sedan styles. All cars 
are offered in a variety of new 
color selections. In addition, the 
models in the Custom 8 Cruiser 
line are available in & special two- 
tone color combination of Lorado 
Gray and Sierra Gray. 


Albert H. Beckman 


MILWAUKEE.—Albert H. B 
é3. comptroller of the A. 6. anti: 
orp., was killed Sept. 29 in an auto- 
Sue near Omro, Wis. His 
S, arles Engel ‘id 
of the Engel Tool & Forg: ons 
é orge Co., 
niente sn uenchow. £ divisional oo 
int , 1e€ ; » Smi Sor 
cocepes with minor ge ‘Bek: 
men oe the A. O. Smith Corp. 








MEWA and Np4.2 
Are Co-ordinay, 
Groups’ Actiy; 


CHICAGO.—A_ joj 4 pearl 
thorized by L. G. Mate ents, d 















dent of the Natj econo 
Parts Assn., and Le Ford | 
president of the Motor aad) oa i 


ment Wholesalers A 





optimistic view of demas m7 
der way for closer ¢ Me ” a 
between the two Organizat ce 
their stand on matters a amas 
their respective Members, — ch col 


The discussions, jt ; j t 

' S ine ¢ 

vulve upon the ways and“ peh cab: 
of working together jn Close, 
mouy. No mention is mage « 


associations. 
Crux of the plan a a 
for more effective an 
both wholesalers and many, 
ers, with provision “for coy 
and organized contact 
these two factors in the ; 
on matters recognized by 
being of mutual interest” 


Efforts at present are bei i 
dled directly by contacts ieuperies tt 
the two presidents, Supplens: Ac 
by interchange of ideas th Simplic 
sizable committees headed ‘truck ch 
D. Vestal, of MEWA, and front sp! 
Levy, of NSPA. cab-over- 


“Gratifying progress in ymake th 
fort to develop a plan of «,ffom the 
nating the work of these ty, secessibil 
ciations has been made,” the a spark 
ment continues. “In fact, meres | 
that the New York meetivigee hood 
proved a plan subject to fr Still a 
clarification and developmeg.. 


while a |! 







: ne 
presentation to the govent ot 
boards of the two organiuy raul 

If approved by the go cks, n 


boards, the plan, it is hopiihe distr 
be submitted at the annul smd sing! 
ventions of the two associatingipute tc 
Chicago during December. The n 


-- - drive thr 
e e troduces 
Join Memphis Stajigaxe it : 
MEMPHIS.—W. E. Mathis, : 
manager of the John T. Fisher ™ 
Co., Chrysler-Plymouth | distr: 
here, announces appointment of 
Elliott as wholesale manage 











Bradley J. Saunders as retai igints are 
Long, 


manager. 
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troit’s finest “uptown” Special] 
tel. Only five short blo*to driver 
Buildings. Three mi‘new cab 
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Complete service. Dit are Pol 
Room. Free parkili The se 
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Niky DEARBORN. — Forty improve- 
Teles ments, designed for greater over- 
thew, economy, feature the 1940 line 
it Ford V-8 trucks and commercial 
P. (gars, With 42 body and chassis 
ANd Menes, six wheelbases and three 
n, tgeg engines, it is the broadest in 
CUSsin Mord history. Hydraulic brakes are 
O-ordagpe n all units. 
ninglew in the line is the 158-inch 
TS aiuheelbase chassis available in 
Ts, th conventional and cab-over- 
3 stase@ngine types. It provides an 84- 
and ch cab-to-axle dimension on the 
Close nventional type and a a oo 
nade ¢@ab-to-axle — on the cab- 
» -engil 
tec ayling is noted on both the 
gular trucks and commercial 
‘sars. The hood of the regular truck 
massive in appearance, its total 
fect emphasized by perpendicular 
rome grille bars and long, hori- 
“ental louvres. V-8 emblems, desig- 
ting the engine type, are dis- 
yed at the front of the louvres, 
while a horizontal chrome bar, de- 
bein imeating radiator grille from hood, 
ts begarries the name. 
lene: Accessibility Increased 
a8 th Simplicity keynotes the new 
ded puck chassis design. Longitudinal 
an front springs like those on Ford 
eab-over-engine trucks is said to 
in take the engine more accessible 
of «ftom the bottom. At the same time, 
p aecessibility of oil gage, air clean- 
>, &, spark plugs, fuel pump, car- 
‘yuretor and generator has been in- 
t Tigpeased by lowering the sides of 
eetittthe hood. 
to f Still another change increases 
PMttie general “under the hood” ac- 
Vettsassibility. The fan is mounted on 
She crankshaft in all conventional 
Sucks, making it easier to reach 
hopelie distributor. A lower radiator 
inut smd single fan belt are said to con- 
clatiep{bute to ease of servicing. 
'.. The new design provides for 
jrive through the springs. This in- 
St troduces chassis changes which 
ji make it much easier to service the 
is, @Jutch, transmission, universal 
ducgnts and rear axle and facilitates 
nt of 2 installation of special equip- 
nage @ent. Needle- bearing universal 
rela igints are used on all trucks. 
___ Long, flexible front and rear 
rings with over-size pins provide 
improved cushioning for load. They 
‘also give an additional point of 
support for each frame side rail, 
/Which results in a decrease in | 
_| frame stress due to less unsup- | 
ted length, it is claimed. The | 
nt springs are carried on a 
Ss ia@rger, heavier front axle. 
Lower Chassis Weight 











A reduction in chassis weight 

sontributes to operating economy 

. d also leaves more of the gross | 
Vehicle weight available for pay- 

| load, it is claimed. 

— New Sealed Beam headlamps are 
Provided on the 1940 trucks. A 
larger battery, with capacity in- 
freased to 120 ampere hours, and 

‘Ol generator with greater output 

now standard. A new voltage 
fegulator automatically adjusts the 

Tete cen of the generator to varying 

ctrical loads while a_ battery 
oe wr igaped maintains a 
nt chec , 

»raltage of the battery’s 

\., Special attention has been given 

lost driver comfort and safety. In 

tome conventional types, more pro- 
aiection is afforded the driver and 

nee ased durability obtained by a 

"a2W cab design which takes full 

ysldvantage of the strength of the 

tee both outside and inside the 
inte’ it is said. Windshield wipers 
ms cowl-mounted. 

a 4 = “whiten is likewise new 
oa . as mattress-type 

ay Prings with deep coils held in a 

fn ¥ by interlacing spring wires 

tr-wise,  ossWise as well as length- 


Instruments appear in a new 
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WMany Advancements Featured on 1940 Ford Truck 


942 Body Types Provide 
Widest Coverage in History 


arrangement with temperature 
gage, fuel gage, oil pressure gage 
and battery condition indicator 
grouped around the new Shifto- 
guide speedometer. The latter is 
marked so that drivers can tell at 
a glance when to shift gears for 
greatest pulling ability and econ- 
omy. 

Panel bodies have tongue and 
groove flooring, as an additional 
protection to the loads they carry; 
new rear door checks, and fuel 
tanks under the floor. 

New rear wheel equipment is 
available on all regular and cab- 
over-engine trucks, accommodat- 
ing tire sizes up to 8.25-20. 

Commercial cars are given the 
same front-end styling as the Ford 
V-8 passenger cars, with the ex- 
ception of the sedan delivery 
which has the front-end styling of 
the deluxe car. Sealed Beam head- 
lamps are located in the fenders. 
Many new features appear in the 
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HUDSON SALES SPURT in Mexico. 
manager for Hudson, bids adios to Miguel Dosamentes, Hudson dealer at Aguas 
Calientes, Mexico, shown here leaving on a driveaway. Business is good, he 
reports. In the background are Paul Heinen, L. R. Martinez and J. M. Quintero 
of Hudson’s export department. 


sedan delivery. It is equipped with 
finger-tip gearshift on the steering 
column. Spare tire and wheel are 
housed in an out-of-the-way closed 
compartment beneath the floor. 
The body is larger and has vertical 
steel members to reinforce the 
body sides and cross bows to 
strengthen the steel roof. The en- 
tire interior is insulated. 

The floor of the 112-inch stake 
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ifications to 
. speeding orders 
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rushing shipments from 
rve 

to outlet .-- and se 
ther needs, the 


nd speed of typing 


e save minut 
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Allan Germann, left foreground, export 


has been lowered three inches and 
its load space increased. Com- 
mercial cars, equipped with the 
85-horsepower engine, have new 
silent synchronized shifts. Brake 
drums are of improved design. 

A new school bus chassis com- 
pletes the line. Its wheelbase has 
been increased to 194 inches to 
accommodate larger bodies. 
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Fruit and 
Vegetable 
Packers 


A national 


tory lists thousands © 


that use this § 


writer Exchange Ser 


prove practical a 


your business. A 
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analyze yo 
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Safety Foundation 
Luncheon to Fete 
46 National Groups 


NEW YORK.—In recognition of 
the marked advancement in high- 
way safety during the past 23 
months through co-operative ac- 
tion, heads of 46 national organi- 
zations united in support of the 
Standard Highway Safety Pro- 
gram for States, will be the guests 
of honor at the fourth annual 
luncheon of the Automotive Safety 
Foundation, to be held in the Hotel 
Roosevelt here, Oct. 16. 

J. C. Furnas, author of “And 
Sudden Death,” and Paul G. Hoff- 
man, president of the Foundation 
and of the Studebaker Corp., will 
re-appraise the “job ahead.” 

Presiding at the annual lunch- 
eon-meeting will be William S. 
Knudsen, president of the General 
Motors Corp., and in ‘attendance 
will be upwards of 300 public offi- 
cials, representatives of national 
organizations interested in safety, 
and top-ranking executives. 
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! 100 YEARS ON RUB 
By Chris Sinsabaugh 


(QD x 
LOS (role Ct) 









@) 








Chapter XL—Prelude to Indianapolis 


John Bull built Brooklands, the world’s first motor 
speedway, back in 1907 and it was Brooklands that un- 
doubtedly furnished the inspiration to Carl G. Fisher 
which culminated in the building of a similar oval in 
his home town, Indianapolis, two years later. The 
Hoosier circuit was ready in 1909 and from 1911 on it 
has annually run the greatest automobile classic of all 
time—the 500-mile sweepstakes. I have grown up with 
it, for Charley Merz drove me around it prior to the 
first meet at a time when the complete circuit hadn’t 
been completed. For years Indianapolis was my Mecca 
on Memorial Day and mebbe it wasn’t a proud occasion 
when in 1921 I was selected to officiate as referee of the 
race, me being a member of the Contest Board of the 
American Automobile Assn., serving under “Uncle 
Dick” Kennerdell, racing czar for eight years! 


So, when I set out to write the story of the Indian- 
apolis speedway, I had to go back to the building of 
Brooklands because it was a visit to the English course 
that gave Fisher his big idea, so far as I can find out. 
Carl, at that time, was race-crazy. In this country he 
had set up a reputation as one of the best American 
race drivers. He had gone to England to see the running 
of the famous James Gordon Bennett trophy road race 
in which the American cars, the Wintons, the Peerlesses 
and the Pope-Toledos had been soundly trounced. He 
saw Brooklands and went home with a bug to build 
something like it in America. He did. 


Reeks With Romance 


But the story of Brooklands shouldn’t be dismissed 
in a few paragraphs, for it is worthy of a better fate. 
It reeks with romance and sportsmanship. I doubt if 
many in this country know why it was built and by 
whom. In fact, I didn’t know it myself until the other 
day I ran across Reginald Crowly (“Bill” to his inti- 
mates), who now is a resident of Detroit. Bill knows 
his Brooklands, for in those far-off days he handled 
press relations for the track. It was Bill who disabused 
my mind of the belief I had that the English speedway 
was built by the money of British motor car manufac- 
turers so they would have an enclosed course where 
their cars could be tried out for speed and reliability 
instead of using the open road. Far from it—it was a 
private enterprise and a sporting one and it came into 
being because the British motor manufacturers were 
not race-minded, while there was a wealthy class of 
owners that were. Thusly, Bill Crowly told me the 


’ story of Brooklands. 


It all came about because a wealthy British couple 
visioned a motor racing club with a race course where 
owners of fast cars—mostly imported—could pit their 
mounts against each other in a speed rivalry at race 
meetings to be held three or four times a year. English 
roads were still under the shadow of the red flag act 
repealed only in 1896 when the law compelled the driv- 
ers of the motor cars of those days to follow a man on 
foot waving a red flag to warn the public of the ap- 
proach of an automobile. The police and constabulary 
were 19th century minded and seemed to feel the old 
country was going to the dogs under the 20-mile-an- 
hour speed limit. To open the throttle of a fast car on 
the high road was to gamble with a heavy fine or a 
spell in the jug. 


Furnished the Sinews 


As Bill Crowly tells it to me, Mr. and Mrs. Fortesque- 
King were the wealthy couple who furnished the sinews 
of war that built Brooklands. Their conception of the 
Brooklands Racing Club, under which title the speed- 
way was built, was a 20th century version of the fash- 
ionable horse-racing clubs which sponsor England’s 
principal horse races. Such clubs are composed of 
elected members whose liability is limited to their an- 
nual dues but who belong primarily as subscribers to 
the operating fund, knowing that without their help 
the race meetings cannot be maintained. We have a 
similar system in this country in our support of opera 
and orchestras. 

Into the 234 miles of motor race track which the 
Locke-Kings built on their estate, Brooklands, about 25 
miles from London, they put about $1,300,000 of their 
own money. Not a cent of anybody else’s went into it. 
And they had a lot of fun building it, more fun than 
they ever had out of it afterwards. 

They employed no contractor, but hired their help, 
bought materials and bossed construction themselves. 
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d, E. de Rodakowski, 
y had built in 
Together 


As manager they had an old frien 
a wertner’ in the success Por the hotel the 
re-motor days at the I " 
they laid waste to the beautiful acres, fel 
inside the race course an 
the steep banks of po o 
ising the tra C 
eum wre built on hills, the parking see = 
woods and the garages remote from the “paddoc 


where the jockeys in their silks would assemble with 


their snorting, reeking mounts for each race. 

Half the committee of England’s exclusive os 
Club, which rules horse racing in the old country, le 
their prestige and standing to the new venture an Ss 
the opening meet they were joined by ta, 
men from other domains of the sporting world. e 
patronage was imposing. No representative of the 7, 
born automobile industry could rate a place on tha 
list, but room was found for a few committee men to 
represent the Royal Automobile Club, which for all its 
patronage by the king was nevertheless an upstart . 
the view of this coterie of devotees of the old sport o 
kings. In fact the Brooklands Racing Club was de- 
cidedly snooty. ' 

Brooklands was keynoted to the exclusive, and that 
was its undoing. It was so exclusive that it wouldn't 
be bothered with the newspapers. Right up to the time 
of the first race meeting the reporters were sent away 
empty-handed from the offices of the club. And when 
at the grand opening, star correspondents were refused 
admission, the press rose on its hind-legs and damned 
the whole undertaking. 


k above flood level. The 


No Parking System 

That was not the only blow. Entrances for automo- 
biles were so inadequate that chugging lines blocked 
the approach roads for several miles. There were park- 
ing spaces, but no parking system. The railroads refused 
to run special trains for the race meeting without a 
guarantee from the club. The hoi-polloi which jammed 
the ordinary trains had to walk more than a mile 
through the congested autos to get to the bleachers. 
The bookmakers who had been persuaded to take a day 
off from the ponies and fill their pockets from crazy 
motorists, found the talent was all on the side of the 
public, which emptied the bookmakers’ satchels. On 
that sorry afternoon more than one heartbroken book- 
maker tried to leg it for home in the excitement of an- 
other race-finish, only to find that welshing does not 
pay because there is always a fleeter-footed individual 
among the public. 


Too many mistakes showed up that afternoon for the 
Racing Club to recover from. The committee lost in- 
terest; the membership suffered disappointment. Motor 
racing as a competitor of horse racing hadn’t clicked. 
Whether it could ever have clicked we shall never know. 
Carl Fisher cut the mistakes and finally concentrated on 
a single big annual event to make a success at Indian- 
apolis. Harkness, with his henchman Thompson, of 
Yale Bowl fame, repeated some of the Brooklands mis- 
takes at the Sheepshead Bay in Brooklyn, N. Y., and 
was doomed by the opening meeting though the track 
was not abandoned until later. 

Brooklands has survived with little race-meetings at- 
tracting small fry and with the aid of flying schools 
established in the big space encompassed by the track 
—the flying was started there in 1909. 


A Small-Car Industry 


Even the Locke-King’s secondary idea that the motor 
track would become a test speedway for the automobile 
manufacturers has not really materialized. The British 
motor industry is 4 small-car industry. Its only spec- 
tacular member, since Napier and Sunbeam days, the 
Rolls Royce, has always had its own private test track 
at Derby. Moreover, its contributions to speed have 
been beyond road possibilities, requiring desert spaces, 
and on the water and in the air, for ail of which the 
roaring motors had to be tuned-up on the bench. 


How remote the genesis of Brooklands was fro 
auto industry is emphasized by the fact that the > 
Kings had no financial interest of any sort in any of the 
British motor companies or in the automobile business 
They had a little sporting investment in an Italian auto 
concern, but that was a matter among friends. It was 
however, the spring of their inspiration, for it was in 
Italy which was in 1906 blossoming with race-minded 
motor manufacturers, that the Locke-Kings saw how 
benevolent provincial authorities permitted roads to be 
used for testing in a way = the rural representatives 
omeland would n i i 

hundred years. Their plan was to give the British > ; 
tor industry better facilities than the automobil ;- 
go in other Eur i eat on, 
their own roads, but they were wide 

British industry’s use of Brooklands a ioe canoe 


Epitor’s Note: This is the fortieth instalment o 


Chris Si , 
memoirs. Next week, Sidaanene ris Sinsabaugh’s 


Speedway. 
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COLUMBIA, "3. 7Q"ex 


lative hopper. 
Bills continued f 


r . 
session of the gen oa 


or property dam 


vehicles 


enforcement of s i 
= uch liens , 
9 Prohibit the state high 
partment from  suspeng, 
taking possession of 4 


driver is terminated by { 
of bail, plea of Zuilty or» 


penalty includes Suspension 
license. 


of motor vehicles to ¢ 
surance, or be able to sho 
financial responsibility afte 
first conviction of being at jj 
an accident. 

Allow counties two cy 
stead of one cent of th 
cent state gasoline tax. % 


crease of one cent would 
counties to maintain thei 
on a better scale. 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mic 


ers Assn. held their annul 


Shook Chevrolet, Inc., was 
president, succeeding Ted 
who had held the office f 
past two terms. Other offi 
clude: vice-president, La 

Dykstra; secretary, Clare’ 


Rebentisch. 

Members appointed for 
nual automobile show 
are chairman, Claude 
Alberda, 
Jones, Harold C. Rockwell, 
Springer. The exposition 
held Nov. 6-11 in the Civi 
torium. 


Vote Down Show 
KANSAS CITY, Mo —Tk 
sas City Motor Car Deales 
voted definitely not to 
automobile show this year 
dealers feel the expense t# 
especially since they pay 
the bill while factory a 
dealers of the territory pro 
the publicity of a show. Wi 
introduction of the new 


working a hardship on 
they are being loaded U 
used cars at a time whe 
cars move slowly, 80 ® 


car introduction and 


territory, the spring seaso) 
logical season for the 


move better at that tim 


ing month for 1938, lowa 
commission figures revé 
Sales tax collections ‘ 
sales amounted to $84, 
pared to $71,476.59 tor 
year ago. Woodbury or 
Sioux City as county yee 
state in sales tax 
Linn county, 
Rapids is county seat, 
tax is 2 percent of th ' 
of the car, indicating - 
sales of cars in Iowa 
$4,238,868. 
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just off the assembly lines 
morning, and driving us 
ugh the hinterland to several 
he 15 tiny plants. That was 
is’ unique way of giving us a 
ride in the new models over 
age roads and giving those 
so wished a chance to drive 
1940 models themselves. Believe 
not, we had covered 50 miles 
re we got back to the Rotunda. 
* 


EVROLET HAD a “quickie” 
riew in August, but at that 
had no cars to show. Sound- 
the tocsin when there were 
» 300 scribes and pharisees in 
for the look-sees at Packard, 
wadson and Nash, the “quickie” 
ened at the Statler for light 
eeshments, while Marvin Coyle 
ained that production had 
a wn held up to a certain extent 
Agim’ he had nothing to show his 
sts. 

ast Tuesday, however, Chev- 
was all-set. Actual production 
started the day before and 
new stuff was going out into 
field to the dealers so every- 
g would be in readiness for 
formal announcement on the 


» Chevrolet lunched us at the 
less, following which we went 

ugh the tunnel to the General 
ors building, thence elevatored 
e fourth floor. There was a 
iature automobile show await- 


a us—the full line. How those 
their MB Were gotten up to the fourth 


only the superintendent of 
building could tell, but there 


ted were. 


e big room had been converted 


iq a rock garden, with little 
a s, tiny fountains, ferns and 
Mii. like. I couldn’t verify it, but 
rCygmas told Chevrolet had gone to 
nui trouble of getting 300 crickets 


ide in the shrubbery to give us 
outdoor effect. Said crickets 
said to have been raised on 
. Fisken’s farm. However, they 
on a strike that afternoon— 


was 
Ted darned one of ’em refused to 
ice fe 
offcmmmd one of the new jobs was 


a with an umbrella pocket, 
larex: h produced the wisecrack that 
as a Chamberlain model. 
ae * x 
ME 1,200 distributors and 
ers representing the aristoc- 
of motordom, otherwise Cadil- 
Har@ 4nd LaSalle, were here for the 
al party last week. Nick 
stadt and Don Ahrens always 
them to Detroit at about this 
of the year, and they came 
c all Points of the compass. One 
_the highlights of the affair was 
Production of a rotogravure 
on for distribution at the ban- 
Tuesday evening. Pictures of 
dealers registering at the fac- 
were taken that morning, 
yea! ped to Louisville by plane at 
m., arrived there at 2:30 p. m., 
reproduced in roto and that 
t at 10 o'clock were distrib- 
at the banquet. And that 
nt a feather in the cap of Ad- 
sing Manager Frank Denney. 
c oo 


E MORE feather was added 
ednesday when said Denney 


“ a “preview to end all 1940 
) lews’ for the Detroit Paul 
- ws, followed by lunch at the De- 
_o Athletic Club. An unusual fea- 


of the lunch was that no 


eat: eches were made. You 
cE could 
e your thanks on the cuff, with 


ey furnishing the cuff but- 


rege cities and righ 
_ eats water bay. Just the Diace 
& AL business and enjoy life. 
sent a 5,000 to 10,000 dollars— 
ile. will help finance. 
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to the managership in 1917, and 
has been in the saddle, or rather 
oo the steering wheel, ever 
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Sinsabaugh 


* * 

FORTUNE MAGAZINE for Oc- 
tober carries two articles which 
offer corroborative evidence to a 
couple of incidents which I al- 
ready have mentioned in my “Who, 
Me?” autobiography, now running 
in Automotive News. One of them 
is the story of the Allied Chemical 
& Dye Corp., and the other is 
about the operations of the West- 
ern Auto Supply Co. Both should 
be of interest to the automobile 
industry. 


Scanning the Allied Chemical 
article, I find that in 1917 Orlando 
F. Weber, backed by Eugene 
Meyer, had been named president 
of National -Aniline. And he took 
hold of the property and eventu- 
ally built up Allied Chemical out 
of kindred ‘concerns and which, |, 
since 1920, has averaged $20,000,000 
a@ year in earnings. Orlando kept 
climbing, reaching to the very top 
as chairman of the board. Follow- 
ing giving that up, he still has a 
finger in the pie and is generally 
reputed to be the power behind 
the throne—just as active as ever 
and all-powerful in the affairs of 
the company. 


* *% * 


TO READ about his triumphs 
in the chemical field, it is hard to 
realize this is the same Orlando 
Weber, who, at the beginning of 
the century, was one of the best 
racing cyclists that ever came out 
of Milwaukee. It was then I knew 
him first and, as I told in “Who, 
Me?”, I'm still bragging that in 
the famous Chicago interclub team 
relay from Milwaukee to Chicago 
I rode with him as his.alternate in 
the first relay of the match. Later 
on, when he concluded there was 
money to be made in the automo- 
bile business, he moved to Chicago 
and in 1902 became the Pope- 
Toledo dealer and one of the pion- 
eers on automobile row. Then he 
went to Detroit and then to New 
York, still automobile-minded, and 
in the latter city he attracted the 
attention of that great financier, 
Eugene Meyer, who placed him in 
charge of the reorganization of the 
company building the Maxwell car. 
That job done, Meyer carried him 
along to bigger and better things 
in the business world. 

* * * 


IN THE story of the Ford Mo- 
tor Co. in “Who, Me?” only a few 
weeks back, when I was writing 
about the famous Model T, which 
was featured by the lack of equip- 
ment which is standard nowadays, 
I told of the thriving industry 
that was created to fill these needs, 
made up of manufacturers of parts 
and accessories who made fortunes 
selling needed equipment to Model 
T owners and copying Model T 
parts. 

Fortune tells how George Pep- 
perdine, who had been a $15-a- 
week bookkeeper, opened a mail 
order house in Kansas City deal- 
ing in parts for Lizzie. He called it 
the Western Auto Supply Co. By 
1915 he was grossing $229,000 a 
year. From this humble beginning 
sprung a general store which to- 
day earns nearly $2,000,000 on $36,- 
500,000 sales. Last year, Fortune 
says, this parent company of a 
chain of similar stores retailed 1,- 
000,000 tires, 16 percent of the net 
sales; 2,500,000 gallons of lubricat- 
ing oil; 560,000 storage batteries 
and 2,000,000 spark plugs. In its 
later years, it has diversified and 
also is selling radios, bicycles, toy 
wagons and the like both over the 
counter and by mail order. 


troit show scheduled to run Oct. 
21-28, this conductor can’t help but 
turn the clock back on the history 
of this famous exhibition. Raking 
the memory embers, one finds that 
Detroit seems to have a rightful 
claim for being the oldest dealers’ 
show on the calendar. 


How come the show in the first 
place? That’s something for the 
book, as research has disclosed. 
Well, to William E. Metzger, now 
dead these several years, belongs 
the credit for inaugurating the 
Detroit show. Metzger, bicycle re- 
tailer and wholesaler of Detroit, 
later first sales manager of Cadil- 
lac and still later the “M” of the 
“E-M-F”’ car, made a special trip 
from Detroit to England to see 
the world’s first individual display 
of motor vehicles staged by Sir 
David Solomon at Tunbridge Wells 
race track, 12 miles out of London, 
in 1895. 

Metzger returned fully sold on 
the prospects of the new industry, 
and organized the Tri-State Sports- 
man’s & Automobile Assn. for 
holding a show at Detroit. In 1899 
it was first attempted. Metzger, 
being the only automobile dealer 
in Detroit that year, had a mon- 
opoly on the car display. Along 
with an assortment of firearms, 
fishing tackle and trophies of the 
hunt, he displayed two steam Mo- 
biles and two Waverly Electrics. 


To demonstrate these cars, he ran 
one each hour on a set of rollers 
equipped with dials to convince a 
skeptical public of the pulling 
power and speed of his mechanical 
babies. These rollers were later 
sold to Oldsmobile as test blocks 
for its first production cars. Prof- 
its realized on that first show were 
said to have been blown on a 
Russell House party for the ex- 
hibitors and their guests. 

* a * 

THIS SHOW was repeated by 
the Tri-State association in 1900, 
when, according to the Shuart rec- 
ords, a dog show was combined 
with the automobile and sports ex- 
hibition in Light Guard Armory, 
scene of the early shows. Unfor- 
tunately the dogs were placed on 
the balcony of the Armory, “much” 
—says an early record—“to the 
discomfort of the exhibitors with 
spaces beneath the balcony.” The 
next year dogs also were shown— 
but in the basement. 

The first Detroit exhibit exclu- 
sively for automobiles was held— 
also by Tri-State—in 1902, and that 
date is regarded as the authentic 
birth of the Detroit Automobile 
Show. By 1906 the annual exposi- 
tion had grown to such propor- 
tions that Edward E. McMasters 
was named first Detroit automobile 
show manager. The following year 
the 16 dealers in Detroit, mostly 
along Jefferson Ave., decided to 
hold their own exhibit apart from 
the Tri-State exposition. They set 
their date in December of 1907, two 
months earlier than the competi- 
tive enterprise. The dealers also 
exhibited at the later Tri-State 
event and both shows made money. 
But the Tri-State show was not 
attempted again. 

Henry Ford was so much inter- 
ested in the dealer show that he 
loaned his then advertising man- 
ager, E. LeRoy Pelletier, as man- 
ager. Roy found that the Tri-State 
group had an exclusive contract 
with the Light Guard Armory, and 
moved the dealer exhibit into 
Beller’s Beer Garden at the Belle 
Isle Bridge approach. Roy con- 
tinued to manage the show for sev- 
eral years. 










































Motor Freight Traffic 
Up Sharply in Buffalo 


BUFFALO, N. Y.—Stimulated by 
the general increase in industrial 
activity, motor freight traffic in 
Buffalo is estimated to have risen 
about 25 percent in the last two 
months and is now continuing at a 
steady high level. 

“Motor freight traffic showed a 
pronounced upward trend as far 
back as two months ago and, of 
course, reached a peak in the last 
three weeks when we were actu- 
ally pressed for equipment,” ac- 
cording to Carlyle E. Motzer, assis- 
tant freight traffic manager for 
Keeshin Motor Express Co. in 
Buffalo. 


# * 


LATE IN 1908 the Detroit Auto 
Dealers Assn. was_ incorporated 
under Michigan law, and when 
Pelletier relinquished the show 
management job, John Gillespie, 
then an automobile dealer, later 
police commissioner of Detroit and 
now with the Ford Motor Co., 
took over the management in 1910 
and ’11. 

In 1912 Walter Wilmot was 
brought in from Minneapolis as 
manager and remained for five 
years. Scoop, one of the original 
Detroit Paul Prys on the automo- 
bile editor’s desk of the Detroit 
Free Press, was named in 1914 as 
publicity chairman. He succeeded 
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more room 
greater convenience, is supplied on | front seat adjustment and a new 
the 117-inch Special six chassis,| rubber body mounting to soften 
while a taxicab body is available | all road noises. 

on both the 120-inch Deluxe six 
and the 120-inch Deluxe eight| Pontiac is using the steering col- 
chassis. 

Sealed Beam headlights and Hi-| made further improvements in the 
Test safety plate glass are among | direction of simplification and less 
improvements found on all/ shifting effort. A more positive 
Pontiac models for 1940. 
lamps are partially embedded and | cable selector from the lower end 
half concealed in the front fend-|of the steering column to the 
ers, while new utility fender park-| transmission in connection with 
ing lights are mounted on top of} the up and down movement of the 
the headlamps. Dual tail lights are | shifting lever. 
standard equipment. 

A Continental walnut finished 
instrument board forms the back- 
ground on which are symmetrically 
mounted the instrument group at 43 to 1 
the left and the electric clock (an | ;: : 
accessory) 
centrally-located chrome- trimmed 
radio speaker grille, which is an 
integral part of the car. Control 
knobs of matching plastic are|!? 
placed directly in front of the improved shear-type rubber engine 
driver. Two ash trays are standard. | Mountings placed in the same po- 
Steering wheel, steering column, sition as formerly are said to 
emergency brake lever, gearshift fur ther reduce engine torque re- 
lever and horn button are finished | 2ction and inertia torque. 
in matching sandalwood beige. 

Car heating and air conditioning | curred by the m 
have received attention in the 1940| Sealed Beam headlights and the 
models. Defrosters, airscoops and | Under-seat heater, requires a gen- 
dash-mounted water heaters are | erator of greater capacity. 
continued as accessories to meet 
a variety of weather conditions.| Pontiac design and available at 
to this extra equipment, | extra cost include: Electric clock, 


the 


Added 
however, is a new under-seat heat- | cigar 
er. From its central position under | wheel with horn ring, white side- 
the front seat it distributes warm | wall tires, 
air evenly throughout both front| master dash heater, 
and rear compartments. 
Other body improvements in-| deluxe push button radio, master 
clude new cloth and mohair up-| push button radio, Air Chief elec- 
holstery and interior trim; double | trical key tuning radio, portable 
bar bumpers; 
grilles, ornaments, illuminated rear | trunk light and direction signal. 








JUST BEFORE Pontiac dealer meeting in Los Angeles. Left to right, Clair 
Savage, Harry Haldeman, principals in Savage-Haldeman, Inc., largest retail 
Pontiac dealership in the world; 
Elliott, West Coast advertising representative for Pontiac. 


New ‘Torpedo Eight’ Offered 
By Pontiac in Its 1940 Line 


homas M. Ray, regional manager, and Harry 


(Continued from Page 8) 
and designed for; name plate, trunk door moulding, 


For the third consecutive year 


umn gearshift. Engineers have 


Head-|and simpler rod now replaces the 


Link parallelogram steering, 
adopted last year, continues as do 
the Duflex rear springs. Standard 
axle gear ratio on all models is 
Plains gear ratio for 
higher speed is 4.1 to 1, while 
mountain gear ratio is 4.55 to 1 
for greater climbing ability. 


Power plant specifications re- 
main unchanged. Three new and 


at the right of the 


load, in- 
powerful 


electrical 
more 


Increased 


Accessories to harmonize with 


lighter, deluxe steering 
deluxe dash heater, 
under-seat 


heater, defroster, fresh air scoop, 


dual horns; new| radio, glove compartment light, 





AUTO MEN! 


Make your hotel reservations now for the National Auto- 


mobile Show in New York—October 15th-22nd. Plan to 
make the convenient Belmont Plaza your headquarters 
along with the ‘‘Who’s Who” in the automotive industry. 


At the Belmont Plaza you’re just a mashie shot from 
Grand Central Palace—scene of the Auto Show—and you're 
right in the heart of things. Just a few blocks from Grand 
Central Palace, Radio City, Fifth Avenue. Convenient sub- 
way to the World's Fair grounds. 


800 well appointed rooms, each with radio and both tub 
and shower—from $3.00. Two popular priced restaurants; 
the Pine Room with its speedy service and coffee shop 
prices and the famous 


GLASS HAT 


still New York's gayest hotel restaurant. Meet your 
friends at our popular circular bar. Cocktails from 25c. 
Deluxe dinners from _ $1.50. Continuous entertainment 
from cocktail time ‘til closing. Dinner and supper danc- 
ing nightly. 


HOTEL BELMONT PLAZA 


LEXINGTON AVENUE at 49TH STREET, NEW YORK 


JOHN H. STEMBER, Manager 
(formerly of the Book-Cadillac, Detroit) 


NATIONAL HOTEL MANAGEMENT COMPANY. Inc. 
RALPH HITZ, President 
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OME, they tell us, wasn’t built in 
a day. Well, neither was this 1940 
Buick you see burning the breeze here. 


You'll understand why when you know 
what we were aiming for. We wanted 
to combine in one car all the best we’ve 
learned in our 36 years in this business. 


We think we’ve got it now. A standout 
sparkling car with action power and 
staying power. Beauty and brawn, 
nifty and thrifty—an old man’s darling 
and a young man’s dream. 
















It would be hopeless to try to list the 
whole range of new features — there 
are some 72 in all. 


But you can’t drive this car a mile 
without knowing that you have got 
hold of something that tops anything 
you ever handled. 


It’s smoother, steadier, firmer on the 
line. It gets up and goes right now, and 
keeps going without wander, tailwag 
or wind-swerve. 


It takes the roughest roads in its stride, 


As is to be expected from Buick’s 
success in recent years, openings 
are not many in the Buick dealer 
organization. However, we do 
have enough open points to make 
it worth your while to inguire 
about a franchise. Write to 
W. F. Hufstader, Buick Motor 
Division, Flint, Mich. 
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and the wheels can twinkle like a 
dancer’s toes without even easing the 
inside of your knees on the cushion. 


We don’t want to go hinting about 
speed, but this eager baby can whisk 
you to forty-five in first! 


The sudden, soaring, millrace power 
of its matchless Dynaflash straight- 
eight engine, electrically balanced 
after assembly to micropoised perfec- 
tion, is velocity smoothed to velvet. 


Its low-swung steel-thewed chassis 1s 
keeled like a battleship with its over: 
size torque-tube backbone. 


Yes, this beauty is our all-time high- 
the car we’ve been shooting at for lo! 
these many years. 


Come drive it and see why Buick 


dealers are happy about the whole 
thing. 


EXEMPLAR OF GENERAL MOTORS VALUE 


gl. 15. 
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